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2015-2016 Art Study Test 1 - Grades 4-6
Art Elements

1. Which of these works was created using watercolors?

a. Saint John the Evangelist on Patmos

b. Row Boat

c. Painting

d. none of the above

2. Showing a hard stone wall and a soft fabric together in a painting is

a. rhythm.

b. contrast.

c. perspective.

d. composition.

3. The Lavie Children would fit best into the  subject group.

4. To keep viewers’ eyes moving through the whole image in Still Life with Peacock Pie, the

artist used

a. shades of red color.

b. reflected light.

c. a rhythm of shapes.

d. thick, rough brushstrokes.

5. Vertical forms in Romance add a feeling of 

to the image.

6. The surface of Young Woman Powdering Herself is

a. rough with thick strokes of paint.

b. smooth and polished.

c. bumpy and textured.

d. soft and velvety.

7. Light shines into The Annunciation mainly from

a. above and to the right.

b. over the viewer’s shoulder.

c. the moon behind the figures.

d. windows on the left.

8. The composition of The Toilers of the Sea is anchored by the 

.
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9. The young man in The Cheat with the Ace of Clubs is looking at

a. the servant.

b. viewers.

c. the woman next to him.

d. his cards.

True/False

10. The artist used cool colors and pale shades in the background of Moonrise:  Soldier and

Maiden to create a sense of perspective.

11. An object looks white if it reflects all the light that hits it.

12. The artist used thick, rough brushstrokes to create the appearance of a rocky cliffside in The

Adoration of the Magi.

13. Still water in Cotopaxi helps create a peaceful mood.

14. Color is used to help separate the foreground from the background in The Sacrament of

Ordination (Christ Presenting the Keys to Saint Peter).

15. In Madonna and Child with Saint John the Baptist, Saint Bartholomew, and Four Angels, the

goldfinch the child holds represents peace.

Art History Section

16. Still lifes first became a popular subject for paintings during the   

period of art history.

17. Robert S. Duncanson is most famous for creating

a. landscapes.

b. genre scenes.

c. portraits.

d. still lifes.

18. The Anger of Achilles was painted in a style known as .

19. Which of these artists was British?

a. Mignon

b. Haberle

c. Gonzalès

d. Gainsborough
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20. Othon Friesz came from a family of

a. painters.

b. ship builders.

c. politicians.

d. shopkeepers.

21. Which of these works was created during the Baroque period of art history?

a. Portrait of Lorenzo di Credi

b. Cotopaxi

c. A Farrier’s Shop

d. all of the above

22.  was a founding member of the Taos Society of Artists.

23. Rosalba Carriera most often painted with

a. watercolors.

b. tempera.

c. oils.

d. pastels.

24. Marc Chagall was born and raised in

a. France.

b. Germany.

c. Russia.

d. the Netherlands.

True/False

25. Van Gogh and Gauguin lived and painted together.

26. Many later artists were influenced in their work by Titian’s use of color.

27. Georges Seurat often took a very long time to complete his paintings.

28. The Banks of the Oise was painted at an earlier time than View of Dordrecht from the

Dordtse Kil was.

29. Bernardo Strozzi spent his painting career in a monastery.

30. Byron Kim lives and works in New Mexico.
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2015-2016 Art Study Test 2 - Grades 4-6
Art Elements

1. Nanny and Child would be considered a

a. group portrait.

b. genre scene.

c. landscape.

d. history and legend painting.

2. In View Down a Dutch Canal, a  line leads

viewers’ eyes into the distance.

3. To focus attention on his sitter’s face in Portrait of Lorenzo di Credi, the artist used

a. warm color.

b. bright light.

c. a plain, dark background.

d. rough, broken brushstrokes.

4. Blue areas of color in Figure represent

a. a head.

b. open space.

c. an arm.

d. a hand.

5. To help create a dramatic mood in Queen Berenice of Egypt, the artist used a contrast of 

.

6. A symbol in The Annunciation, which represents the Holy Spirit, is
a. Mary’s blue robe.

b. beams of light.

c. lilies.

d. a dove.

7. To make viewers see depth or distance in a painting, an artist can

a. use warm colors in the foreground and pale ones in the background.

b. make distant objects smaller than closer ones.

c. leave out details of far-away objects.

d. all of the above

8. The artist used a  shape to structure the composition of

Madonna and Child with Saint John the Baptist, Saint Bartholomew, and Four Angels.
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9. The artist used complementary colors to add liveliness in each of these works except

a. Urban Nocturne.

b. Young Woman Powdering Herself.

c. Saint John the Evangelist on Patmos.

d. Dream Village.

True/False

10. Realistic detail is less important in Can You Break a Five? than in The Regatta at Antwerp.

11. The smooth skin of an apple and the fuzzy skin of a peach are examples of different textures.

12. Thin glazes of paint are used in View of Dordrecht from the Dordtse Kil to help create a

realistic impression of looking through water.

13. The low point of view the artist chose for The Old Stage-Coach of the Plains makes the

horses and coach look large and dangerous because viewers seem to look up toward them.

14. Portrait of Don Pedro de Barberana was painted at approximately life size.

15. Light is used in Winter Camp of the Sioux to show the time of day.

Art History Section

16. Moroni painted during the  period of art history.

17. One common characteristic in Vincent van Gogh’s painting style is

a. including images of dream and imagination.

b. thick, swirling brushstrokes.

c. using a limited range of neutral colors.

d. careful attention to detail.

18. Which of these paintings was the latest one created?

a. Moonrise:  Soldier and Maiden

b. Portrait of Francisco Sabatini 

c. The Banks of the Oise

d. A Hanging Bouquet of Flowers

19. What was the nationality of the artist Edouard Manet?
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20. In addition to being a painter, Peale was also

a. a sculptor.

b. an inventor.

c. a soldier.

d. none of the above

21. Assistants who worked in the studio of Georges de La Tour included his

a. brother.

b. uncle.

c. father.

d. son.

22. Which of these artists is known for painting in the Pointillist style?

a. Benton

b. Carriera

c. Poussin

d. Seurat

23. Michael Frary worked for most of his career in

a. Texas.

b. New Mexico.

c. California.

d. New York.

24. Two World Wars occurred during the   period of art history.

True/False

25. Jacopo Bassano’s name comes from the place where he was born.

26. The Rococo style of painting developed in France.

27. President Teddy Roosevelt was a friend of Frederic Remington.

28. Goya served as official court painter to several kings of England.

29. Jan van Eyck is particularly famous for his skill at using tempera paints.

30. Dorothy Morang considered herself mainly an abstract artist.
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2014 - 2015 UIL MS/JH Calculator Test A 
 

15X-1. π + 31  ----------------------------------------------------------   1=________________ 

 

15X-2. –16 – 44 – 25  --------------------------------------------------   2=________________ 

 

15X-3. 3.8 + 10.2 + 6.3  -----------------------------------------------   3=________________ 

 

15X-4. π + 2 – 14 – 16  ------------------------------------------------   4=________________ 

 

15X-5. 3130 – 4970 – 3710 + 2690  ----------------------------------   5=________________ 

 

15X-6. –14.7 + 124 – 82.6 – 74.3 + 98.9  ----------------------------   6=________________ 

 

15X-7. 1.46 – 1.51 + 1.42 – 0.908 – π  -------------------------------   7=________________ 

 

15X-8. (2.64 + 2.17 – 0.409) – (1.64 + 2.63)  -----------------------   8=________________ 

 

15X-9. 146 x 241 x 91.3  -----------------------------------------------   9=________________ 

 

15X-10. 180 x 4040 x 50.5 x 1720  ------------------------------------- 10=________________ 
 
 
15X-11. Twenty-five quarters, eighty-eight dimes, seventy-five nickels, 
and one hundred nineteen pennies is equal to how many dollars? ------- 11=$_______________ 
 
 
 
 
15X-12. If it rained 6.37 inches over a one week period, what is the 
average daily rainfall for that one week? ----------------------------------- 12=___________in/day 
 
 
 
 
15X-13. If Juan drives 4.75 hours at an average speed of 58 miles per 
hour, how far did he drive? -------------------------------------------------- 13=____________miles 
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15X-14. 20.7 – [523/247 + 2.7]  ---------------------------------------- 14=________________ 

 

15X-15. 311/[159 x 340 x 395]  ---------------------------------------- 15=________________ 

 

15X-16. 
⎣⎢
⎡

⎦⎥
⎤–537

568  [(97/140) – 0.333]  ------------------------------------ 16=________________ 

 

15X-17. 
⎣⎢
⎡

⎦⎥
⎤299

131  [(357/225) + 1.47]  ------------------------------------- 17=________________ 

 

15X-18. 
⎣⎢
⎡

⎦⎥
⎤120/102

14/123  {0.00211 + 0.0019 – 0.00253}  ------------------- 18=________________ 

 

15X-19. 
⎣
⎢
⎡

⎦
⎥
⎤(4520/4260) – (2720/3270)

(6.71x10–4)/(3.38x10–4)
   -------------------------------- 19=________________ 

 

15X-20. 
(π)(10/5)(4/5)

54    ------------------------------------------------ 20=________________ 

 

15X-21. 
⎣⎢
⎡

⎦⎥
⎤(87.6)(0.00324)

1500  (174 – 283)  -------------------------------- 21=________________ 

 

15X-22. 
⎣⎢
⎡

⎦⎥
⎤7040 + 7250

3070 – 9090  
⎣⎢
⎡

⎦⎥
⎤6950

6300    ----------------------------------------- 22=________________ 

 

15X-23. 
[–(372 + 1050)(1210 – 286)]

(4700/(4.20x105))
   -------------------------------- 23=________________ 

 
15X-24. If there are 231 cubic inches per gallon and I have a rectangular 
tank that measures 1.50 feet by 8 inches by 3 feet, how many gallons of 
water will fill the tank completely? ------------------------------------------ 24=_____________gal 
 
 
 
 
15X-25. If a penny has a diameter of 19.05 mm, is 1.55 mm thick and 
has a mass of 2.50 grams, what is the coin’s density? -------------------- 25=___________g/cm3	
  
 
 
 
15X-26. If my car speedometer indicates I am traveling at a speed of 
60 kilometers per hour (km/h), how fast am I traveling in terms of miles 
per hour (mph)? ------------------------------------------------------------- 26=____________mph
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15X-27. 
(2.93x107) + (3.77x106)

(–0.00315)(0.00208) – (7.21x10–7)
   ------------------------- 27=________________ 

 

15X-28. [ ]7680 – (3850 + 2930)  + [ ](–0.377)(894 – 1390)    ------- 28=________________ 

 

15X-29. (0.556)[ ](0.0106/0.00455)(248 + 220)    -------------------- 29=________________ 
 

15X-30. [988]
⎣⎢
⎡

⎦⎥
⎤1/22.7

1/21.5    -------------------------------------------------- 30=________________ 

 

15X-31. (9.23)[ ](1.28x1011) – (1.72x1011)    ------------------------ 31=________________ 

 

15X-32. (0.00119)
⎣
⎢
⎡

⎦
⎥
⎤0.516

(1.12x1010)
   -------------------------------------- 32=________________ 

 

15X-33. 1/(0.232 – 0.188) – 1/(0.0326)  ------------------------------- 33=________________ 
 

15X-34. 
1

1050 – 
1

3650 + 
1

3420   ------------------------------------------ 34=________________ 

 
15X-35. My garden hose filled a 5-gallon bucket in 1 minute, 56 seconds. 
If I had to fill up a 10,000 gallon swimming pool only using my garden 
hose, how long would it take? ----------------------------------------------- 35=_____________hrs 
 
15X-36. A rectangular field is 90 yards long and 60 yards wide.  If fence 
posts are placed at the corners and are 10 yards apart along the four sides 
of the field, how many posts are needed to completely fence the field? - 36=__________integer 
 

15X-37.             15X-38. 
     RECTANGLE             CIRCLE 

15X-37=__________________________   15X-38=___________________________ 

28.4 

9.43 

Perimeter = ? 

Diameter = 935 

Area = ? 
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15X-39. (107 + 13.8 + 89)2(0.428 + 0.681)2   ------------------------ 39=________________ 
 

15X-40. (0.288 + 0.647)2(809 + 405)2   ------------------------------ 40=________________ 
 

15X-41. 
4 3900 + 1860

0.0651 – 0.0551   ------------------------------------------- 41=________________ 

 

15X-42. 80.5 + 259 + 65.4 – (π) 143   ---------------------------- 42=________________ 

 

15X-43. (252/190) + 0.827 – 0.313   --------------------------------- 43=________________ 

 

15X-44. (1/π)
0.237 + 0.076
0.551 – 0.48    ---------------------------------------- 44=________________ 

 

15X-45. 
(32100 + 54700)1/2

(37600 – 25000)1/4   ------------------------------------------ 45=________________ 

 

15X-46. 
4

2.53 – 82.2/91.6 + 1/ 0.125 + 0.0159   ------------------- 46=________________ 
 
15X-47. The perimeters of an equilateral triangle and a square are equal. 
What is the ratio of the area of the square to the triangle? --------------- 47=________________ 
 
 
15X-48. One day the price of fuel for my car was $3.459 per gallon.  The 
next day the price was $3.519 per gallon.  What is the percent increase in 
the cost of the fuel? ---------------------------------------------------------- 48=______________% 
 
15X-49.             15X-50. 
     RIGHT TRIANGLE          RIGHT TRIANGLE 

15X-49=__________________________   15X-50=___________________________ 

2.74 

1.2 

? 

70° 

825 

? 
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15X-51. 
21.4 + π + 18.3

(0.384 – 0.994 + 0.143)3
   ------------------------------------ 51=________________ 

 
 

15X-52. 
(4060 + 12100 – 20300)4

29500 + 40000 + 25900
   ------------------------------------ 52=________________ 

 
 

15X-53. ⎣
⎢
⎡

⎦
⎥
⎤7.77 – 1.52

–(1.68 – 1.41)

 2
[6.84 + 10.6]   ----------------------------- 53=________________ 

 
 

15X-54. 
(24800)(3.77x105)

(41200)(28300)  – 0.562 + 1.54   ---------------------- 54=________________ 

 
 

15X-55. 0.544 + (105)/(339) – (0.555 + 0.576)2   ------------------ 55=________________ 
 
 

15X-56. (2.02)2 (26.2)/(8.95) – (1.09 + 3.19)   --------------------- 56=________________ 
 
 

15X-57. 
(346)(978)

(3700) + (2730) + 1/(0.609)4   ---------------------------- 57=________________ 

 
 

15X-58. 
(175)(2050)

(1240) + (1140) – 17.8   ----------------------------------- 58=________________ 

 
 
15X-59. The distance traveled during constant acceleration is the product 
of the average speed and the time of the acceleration.  How far does Lucy 
travel while slowing down from 60 mph to 20 mph in 4 seconds? ------- 59=______________feet 
 
 
 
 
 
 
15X-60. For a particular medicine, the correct dosage is proportional to 
the weight of the patient.  If a patient weighing 144 pounds should 
receive a 96 milligram dose, how many milligrams should a 175 pound 
patient receive? -------------------------------------------------------------- 60=_____________mg
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15X-63. 
21! + 23!

4!    ------------------------------------------------------ 63=________________ 

 
15X-64. (deg) (62.3 – 33.4)sin(22°)  ----------------------------------- 64=________________ 

 

15X-65. (82 – π)e0.853   ------------------------------------------------ 65=________________ 
 

15X-66. (rad) tan⎣
⎢
⎡

⎦
⎥
⎤(1.14)(π)

(341)(176)    ----------------------------------------- 66=________________ 

 

15X-67. (rad) 
tan(18.1)
254/4990   ------------------------------------------------ 67=________________ 

 

15X-68. (deg) 
sin(47°) – tan(47°)

sin(47°)    ------------------------------------- 68=________________ 

 
15X-69. (rad) (59.2)cos(14.6)  ------------------------------------------ 69=________________ 

 

15X-70. (1010 – 659)0.0438 – 0.208   --------------------------------- 70=________________ 
 
15X-71. A hill has a 9% rise to run slope.  If the highway down the hill 
is straight and 2500 feet long, how tall is the hill? ------------------------- 71=_____________feet 
 
 
15X-72. The body-mass-index formula (BMI) is a measurement of body 
fat based on height and weight.  A good BMI number for those persons 
older than 20 is between 18 and 25.  The formula for calculating one’s 
BMI is to divide weight in pounds by height in inches squared and 
multiply that quotient by a factor of 703.  If I am 5 ft. 9 in. tall and I want 
a BMI number of 24, how much should I weigh? -------------------------- 72=______________lbs 

15X-61.             15X-62. 
     HEMISPHERE            CONE 

15X-61=__________________________   15X-62=___________________________ 

 

3.19 

Volume = ? 
 

Radius = ? 

59.8 

Volume = 36000 
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15X-75. Ln 
⎣⎢
⎡

⎦⎥
⎤171 + 88 + 85.5

38.5 + 97.5 – 88.7    --------------------------------------- 75=________________ 

 
 
 

15X-76. 
Log(3.03x109 + 5.47x109)

5.69    ----------------------------------- 76=________________ 

 
 
 

15X-77. (80600)10(0.328)(6.84)   -------------------------------------- 77=________________ 
 
 
 

15X-78. (4.23)π(353)4(57.6 – 42.7)2   -------------------------------- 78=________________ 
 
 
 
15X-79. 4 + 6 + 8 + ... + 220  ------------------------------------------ 79=________________ 
 
 
 

15X-80. 1 + 0.57 + (0.57)2 + 
(0.57)4

8  – 
(0.57)5

15     -------------------- 80=________________ 

 
 

15X-73.             15X-74. 
  EQUILATERAL TRIANGLE & SQUARE    SQUARE & ISOSCELES TRIANGLE 

15X-73=__________________________   15X-74=___________________________ 

0.0729 

Total Area = ? 

Shaded Area 
= 100 

Square Perimeter = ? 
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2014 - 2015 UIL MS/JH Calculator Test C 
 
 

15Z-1. 3530 + 1650  ---------------------------------------------------   1=________________ 

 

15Z-2. 8 + 9 – 26  ------------------------------------------------------   2=________________ 

 

15Z-3. 425 – 224 + 842  -----------------------------------------------   3=________________ 

 

15Z-4. π – 22 – 27 + 17  -----------------------------------------------   4=________________ 

 

15Z-5. 686 + 589 + 613 + 937  ---------------------------------------   5=________________ 

 

15Z-6. 65 + 22.7 – 88.7 – 72.4 + 17.8  -------------------------------   6=________________ 

 

15Z-7. 1.7 + 1.3 + 0.59 + π + 0.689  --------------------------------   7=________________ 

 

15Z-8. (6.82 – 7.26) + (2.97 – π – 6.19)  ----------------------------   8=________________ 

 

15Z-9. 218 x 109 x 346  ------------------------------------------------   9=________________ 

 

15Z-10. 190 x 2240 x 5870 x 83.9  ------------------------------------- 10=________________ 

 

 

15Z-11. What is the sum of two pi and pi squared? -------------------- 11=________________ 

 

 

15Z-12. A particular cut of beef costs $6.59 per pound.  How much does 
this cut of beef cost if it weighs 1 pound 5 ounces? ----------------------- 12=$_______________ 

 

 

15Z-13. A prime number is a number that only has two factors: 
one and itself.  What is the product of the prime numbers between 
ten and twenty?  ------------------------------------------------------------- 13=__________Integer 
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15Z-14. (90/42)[59 – 21]  ----------------------------------------------- 14=________________ 
 

15Z-15. (714)[522 x 546 x 380]  --------------------------------------- 15=________________ 

 

15Z-16. (75 + 125)[233 – 70 – 169]  ----------------------------------- 16=________________ 
 

15Z-17. 
⎣⎢
⎡

⎦⎥
⎤164

160  [(137/143) – 0.492]  ------------------------------------ 17=________________ 

 

15Z-18. 
⎣⎢
⎡

⎦⎥
⎤432/151

590/481  {2.48 + 14.7 – 5.78}  ------------------------------ 18=________________ 

 

15Z-19. 
[0.00104/(6.69x10–4)]/40.2

(0.586 x 0.217)(0.0409)    --------------------------------- 19=________________ 

 

15Z-20. 
9.93x10–4 + 0.00103 + 0.00173

(0.00888)(55)(16.9)    ---------------------------- 20=________________ 

 

15Z-21. (102)[178/431 x 796/851] – 39.3  ---------------------------- 21=________________ 
 

15Z-22. 
(0.364 + 0.743 – 1.11)
{(4820 – 6430)/(22.2)}   -------------------------------------- 22=________________ 

 

15Z-23. 
[–(2650 + 2390)(806 – 319)]

(0.00262/(0.118))    -------------------------------- 23=________________ 

 
 
15Z-24. Matthew is driving in the passing lane at 64 miles per hour 
(mph) when he passes a car that is traveling at a speed of 62 mph. 
How much time will it take Matthew to have the front of his car 60 feet 
in front of the other car? ---------------------------------------------------- 24=_____________sec 
 
 
 
 
15Z-25. Daniel’s normal stride length is 29.5 inches long.  If Daniel 
walks 18 strides due north, turns west and walks 29 strides and comes to 
a stop.  How far away is he from his starting point? ----------------------- 25=_______________ft 
 
 
 
 
15Z-26. The federal gas tax on gasoline is 18.4 cents per gallon (cpg). 
In Texas the state gasoline tax is 38.4 cpg.  If gasoline currently costs 
$3.599 per gallon, what percentage of that dollar amount is taxes? ----- 26=______________% 
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15Z-27. [ ]1750 – (567 + 1330)  + [ ](–0.136)(2260 – 1440)    ------- 27=________________ 
 

15Z-28. 
(0.0076 – 0.00208)(22.3 + 65.4)

(7.91x1011)
   ---------------------------- 28=________________ 

 

15Z-29. 
(0.134 + 0.0792)(4.42 + 1.39)

(1.16x1011)
   ------------------------------ 29=________________ 

 

15Z-30. 
1

–0.0865 + 
1

(π)(0.0458 – 0.0847)
   ---------------------------- 30=________________ 

 

15Z-31. (0.00993)
⎣
⎢
⎡

⎦
⎥
⎤0.00432

(1.80x109)
   ---------------------------------------- 31=________________ 

 

15Z-32. (9.63)[ ](3.01x106) – (3.77x106)    --------------------------- 32=________________ 
 

15Z-33. 
1

37.9 – 
1

95.4 + 
1

172   --------------------------------------------- 33=________________ 

 

15Z-34. 1/(2.57x10–4 – 6.26x10–4) – 1/(–2.94x10–4)   ------------- 34=________________ 
 
15Z-35. The population of Texas in 2013 (a U.S. Census estimate) was 
26,448,193. If the land area of Texas is 261,232 square miles, what was 
the ratio of acres per person in Texas in 2013? (1 mi2 = 640 acres) ----- 35=______acres/person 
 
 
15Z-36. Lake Buchanan has a surface area of 22,137 acres.  If this lake’s 
level dropped in depth by one-tenth inch due to evaporation.  How many 
gallons of water did this represent?(640 acres = 1 mi2, 231 in3 = 1 gal) 36=_____________gal 
 

15Z-37.           15Z-38. 
    CIRCLE     RHOMBUS 

15Z-37=__________________________      15Z-38=___________________________ 

Area = ? 

Circumference 
= 3.02 ? 

Perimeter = 0.000729 
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15Z-39. ⎣
⎢
⎡

⎦
⎥
⎤3300 + (1/(9.37x10–4))

(2500/4100) – 0.499  
2
   ---------------------------------- 39=________________ 

 

15Z-40. 
387 + 824

2930 – 1280   ------------------------------------------------ 40=________________ 

 

15Z-41. 
(22600 + 13300)3

(0.0359 – 0.0113)2
   ------------------------------------------- 41=________________ 

 
15Z-42. (109) 65900 + 25100 + 46500   ------------------------------ 42=________________ 
 

15Z-43. 2670 – 1960 + 986 – 2180   -------------------------------- 43=________________ 

 

15Z-44. 5.83 + 11 + 13.7 – (π) 15.9   ----------------------------- 44=________________ 
 

15Z-45. 
(2.38 + 5.99)1/3

(17.8 – 14.1)1/5   ---------------------------------------------- 45=________________ 

 

15Z-46. ⎣⎢
⎡

⎦⎥
⎤4

(0.785/1.22)(128)  
3
   -------------------------------------- 46=________________ 

 
15Z-47. A soup can has a shape of a right circular cylinder of height 
4 inches and is filled with water.  That water is emptied into a coffee can 
that is already partially filled with water having the same right cylindrical 
shape and a diameter of 6 inches.  If the level of the water in the coffee 
can increases by ½ inch, what is the radius of the soup can? ------------- 47=______________in 

 
15Z-48. If the distance from El Paso to Brownsville is 801 miles, my car 
gets 38.6 miles per gallon of fuel, and fuel costs $3.519 per gallon, how 
much does it cost in fuel to travel from El Paso to Brownsville and back? 48=$_______________ 

 
 15Z-49.           15Z-50. 
  RIGHT TRIANGLE     RIGHT TRIANGLE 

15Z-49=___________________________      15Z-50=_______________________(rad) 

Area = 
119000 

 831 ? 
? (rad) 

0.000839 

0.000815 
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15Z-51. 
⎣
⎢
⎡

⎦
⎥
⎤5680 + 9800 + 3.32x107 + 9.28x107

11600/53100

 3
   ----------------- 51=________________ 

 

15Z-52. 
(57.4 + 80.8 – 40.3)3

31600 + 1.89x105 + 1.93x105
   ---------------------------- 52=________________ 

 

15Z-53. ⎣
⎢
⎡

⎦
⎥
⎤481 – 273

–(1.33 – 2.84)

 3
[11.2 + 4.43]   ----------------------------- 53=________________ 

 

15Z-54. (0.0696)(7.81x106)1/2 – [(9460)(90400)]1/4   -------------- 54=________________ 

 

15Z-55. 0.313 + (37.8)/(114) – (0.258 + 0.117)2   ----------------- 55=________________ 

 

15Z-56. (0.94)2 (27.4)/(597) – (0.177 + 0.0937)   ------------------ 56=________________ 

 

15Z-57. 
(828)(1230)

(98.9) + (52.5) + 1/(2.08)–6   ----------------------------- 57=________________ 

 

15Z-58. 
(784)(2140)
(15) + (7.84) – 347   ---------------------------------------- 58=________________ 

 

 
15Z-59. The distance traveled during constant acceleration is the product 
of the average speed and the time of the acceleration.  How long would it 
take Genny to accelerate from 55 miles per hour (mph) to 70 miles per 
hour in 220 feet? ------------------------------------------------------------- 59=_____________sec 
 
 
 
 
 
15Z-60. The body-mass-index formula (BMI) is a measurement of body 
fat based on height and weight.  A good BMI number for those persons 
older than 20 is between 18 and 25.  The formula for calculating one’s 
BMI is to divide weight in pounds by height in inches squared and 
multiply that quotient by a factor of 703.  If I am 5 ft. 6 in. tall and I 
want a BMI number of 24, how much should I weigh? -------------------- 60=______________lbs 
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15Z-63. 
4!
26!   -------------------------------------------------------------- 63=________________ 

 

15Z-64. (deg) (98.2 – 94.4)cos(363°)  --------------------------------- 64=________________ 

 

15Z-65. (deg) 
tan(0.692°)

105    --------------------------------------------- 65=________________ 

 

15Z-66. (deg) [44.4]cos(164° – 159°)  --------------------------------- 66=________________ 

 

15Z-67. (deg) (10 – 16.8)sin(154°) + 2.04  --------------------------- 67=________________ 

 

15Z-68. (rad) tan[(1.6 – 3.77)(4.29)]  --------------------------------- 68=________________ 

 

15Z-69. (rad) (7810)sin(13.3)  ------------------------------------------ 69=________________ 
 

15Z-70. 
⎣
⎢
⎡

⎦
⎥
⎤(300)

⎝
⎜
⎛

⎠
⎟
⎞17.2

(4030)(π)

3/2
   ---------------------------------------- 70=________________ 

 
15Z-71. A 40-ft rope is attached to the top of a building.  The rope is 
pulled taut so that one end just barely touches the level ground, 34 feet 
from base of the building.  How tall is the building? ----------------------- 71=_______________ft 
 
 
15Z-72. If 1 US dollar (USD) equals 1.0323 Canadian Dollars (CAD) 
as well as 32.8981 Russian Ruble (RUB), then one Canadian Dollar equals 
how much in Russian Rubles? ----------------------------------------------- 72=____________RUB

15Z-61.           15Z-62. 
         SPHERE       RECTANGULAR SOLID 

15Z-61=__________________________      15Z-62=___________________________ 

 
0.000823 Surface Area 

= ?  

B 

A 

304 

158 

319 

AB = ? 
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15Z-75. 
0.652 + (1.1)(3.15) + (0.513)(π)

0.072 + 0.0104
   -------------------------- 75=________________ 

 
 

15Z-76. 
(1.72)0.497(3.46)0.411

(1.41 – 1.03)–10    -------------------------------------- 76=________________ 

 
 

15Z-77. 2Log
(16.9)(π)

1.58 + 6.26   ------------------------------------------- 77=________________ 

 
 

15Z-78. Ln 
⎣⎢
⎡

⎦⎥
⎤7.66 + 15.5 + 12.4

355 – 59.2 – 236    -------------------------------------- 78=________________ 

 
 
15Z-79. 2 + 4 + 6 + ... + 374  ------------------------------------------ 79=________________ 
 
 

15Z-80. 1 + 0.73 + (0.73)2 + 
(0.73)4

8  – 
(0.73)5

15     -------------------- 80=________________ 

 

15Z-73.           15Z-74. 
  CIRCLE & SQUARE     SIMILAR RIGHT TRIANGLES 

15Z-73=__________________________      15Z-74=___________________________ 

A B C 

AB = 2.5BC 

Area of Square 
Area of Circle 

= ? 

 167 

150 

Shaded Area = ? 

67 
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UIL Chess Puzzle Solving—Invitational 2014-2015—Grades 2 and 3

IMPORTANT INSTRUCTIONS: 
[Test-administrators, please read text in this box aloud.]

This is the UIL Chess Puzzle Solving Invitational Test for grades two and three. There
are 20 questions on this test. You have 30 minutes to complete it. All questions are
multiple choice. Use the answer sheet to mark your answers.  Multiple choice answers
purposely do not indicate check, checkmate, or e.p. symbols. You will be awarded one
point for each correct answer. No deductions will be made for incorrect answers on
this test. Finishing early is not rewarded, even to break ties. So use all of your time. 

If you don’t already know chess notation, reading and referring to the section below
on this page will help you. Some of the questions may be hard, but all of the puzzles
are interesting! Good luck and have fun!

• To answer the questions on this test, you’ll
need to know how to read chess moves. It’s
simple to do.

• Every square on the board has an “address”
made up of a letter and a number.

• To make them easy to read, the questions
on this test use the figurine piece symbols on
the right, above.

• When answering the puzzle questions, re-
member that white pawns move “up” the dia-
grams. Black pawns move “down” the
diagrams.

At right are two sample moves. 

If you look closely at the diagrams in
the questions below, you’ll see that the
frame around the diagram labels the
ranks (1-8) and files (a-h) to help you.

White has just played e4. Black has just played ... Nf6.

Piece Names

King

Queen

Rook

Bishop

Knight

Pawn

Letter 
Abbreviation

(Algebraic Notation)

K

Q

R

B 

N

a-h
(We write the 
file it’s on.)

Each chessman can
also be represented
by a symbol, except

for the pawn.
(Figurine Notation)

K

Q

R

B

N

a-h
(We write the 
file it’s on.)

How to read and answer questions on this test



a) Bxb5
b) Bxg6
c) Re8
d) White can’t check Black.

How can White put Black in check?

#1. White to move

UIL Chess Puzzle Solving—Invitational 2014-2015—Grades 2 and 3

#3. White to move

a) Black is not in check.
b) Black is in check and in checkmate.
c) Black is in check but not checkmate.
d) Black is neither in check nor in
checkmate.

Is the black king in check? If so, is it
checkmate?

#2. Black to move

#4. White to move

a) exf6 
b) exd6 
c) cxb6
d) None of the above are legal.

a) Rh1
b) Re8
c) Rb1
d) White can’t checkmate Black in one
move.

Black has just played ... f7-f5. Which of
the following moves by White is legal?

How can White checkmate Black in one
move?



a) 0-0 (castles kingside)
b) 0-0-0 (castles queenside)
c) Rd1
d) All of the above.

Which of the following moves are legal?

#5. White to move

UIL Chess Puzzle Solving—Invitational 2014-2015—Grades 2 and 3

#7. White to move

a) Be6
b) Bh7
c) Rxh8
d) Offer a draw.

What is White’s best move?

#6. White to move

#8. White to move

a) Bf7
b) Bf8
c) Bc3
d) White can’t checkmate Black in one
move.

a) Qh7
b) Qb8
c)  Rc8
d) White can’t checkmate Black in one
move.

How can White checkmate Black in one
move?

How can White checkmate Black in one
move?



a) Qxg7
b) Rh4
c) Qh5
d) White can’t checkmate Black in one
move.

How can White checkmate Black in one
move?

#9. White to move

UIL Chess Puzzle Solving—Invitational 2014-2015—Grades 2 and 3

#11. White to move

a) Rd8
b) Re8
c)  Bxf7
d) White can’t checkmate Black in one
move.

How can White checkmate Black in one
move?

#10. White to move

#12. White to move

a) Ne6
b) Nc6
c) Qc8
d) White can’t win Black’s queen in two

moves.

a) Kf6
b) cxb6
c) Ke6 
d) White is lost no matter what he moves.

If White can win Black’s queen in two
moves, what is White’s first move?

Black has just played ... b7-b5. What’s
the best legal move for White?



a) Nf6
b) Ne5
c) Ne3
d) All of the above.

What move(s) by White will end the
game in stalemate?

#13. White to move

UIL Chess Puzzle Solving—Invitational 2014-2015—Grades 2 and 3

#15.

a) Ke4
b) Bc4
c) Be8
d) White can’t win Black’s rook.

How can White win Black’s rook?

#14. White to move

#16. White to move

a) White
b) Black
c) It is even.
d) It depends on whose move it is.

a) Kf7
b) Kf6
c) Kg6
d) White can’t catch Black’s pawn. 

Which side is ahead in material? Can White’s king catch the black pawn before
it promotes? If so, with what move? (Remem-
ber, black pawns move “down” the board.)



a) Rxc8
b) Kxh1
c) Kg3
d) White can’t checkmate Black in two
moves.

If White can checkmate Black in two
moves, what is White’s second move?

#17. White to move

UIL Chess Puzzle Solving—Invitational 2014-2015—Grades 2 and 3

#19. White to move

a) Rxe6
b) Rxb8
c) Rh8
d) White can’t checkmate Black in 
three moves.

If White can checkmate Black in three
moves, what is White’s second move?

#18. White to move

#20. White to move

a) Qh8
b) Qh6
c) Qf3
d) Ke4

a) fxe5
b) cxb8=Q
c) cxb8=R
d) Either b or c.

What’s White’s best move? If White can checkmate Black in two
moves, what is White’s first move?
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UIL Chess Puzzle Solving—Invitational 2014-2015—Grades 4 and 5

IMPORTANT INSTRUCTIONS: 
[Test-administrators, please read text in this box aloud.]

This is the UIL Chess Puzzle Solving Invitational Test for grades four and five. There
are 20 questions on this test. You have 30 minutes to complete it. All questions are
multiple choice. Use the answer sheet to mark your answers.  Multiple choice answers
purposely do not indicate checks or checkmate symbols. You will be awarded one point
for each correct answer. No deductions will be made for incorrect answers on this test.
Finishing early is not rewarded, even to break ties. So use all of your time. 

If you don’t already know chess notation, reading and referring to the section below
on this page will help you. Some of the questions may be hard, but all of the puzzles
are interesting! Good luck and have fun!

• To answer the questions on this test, you’ll
need to know how to read chess moves. It’s
simple to do.

• Every square on the board has an “address”
made up of a letter and a number.

• To make them easy to read, the questions
on this test use the figurine piece symbols on
the right, above.

• When answering the puzzle questions, re-
member that white pawns move “up” the dia-
grams. Black pawns move “down” the
diagrams.

At right are two sample moves. 

If you look closely at the diagrams in
the questions below, you’ll see that the
frame around the diagram labels the
ranks (1-8) and files (a-h) to help you.

White has just played e4. Black has just played ... Nf6.

Piece Names

King

Queen

Rook

Bishop

Knight

Pawn

Letter 
Abbreviation

(Algebraic Notation)

K

Q

R

B 

N

a-h
(We write the 
file it’s on.)

Each chessman can
also be represented
by a symbol, except

for the pawn.
(Figurine Notation)

K

Q

R

B

N

a-h
(We write the 
file it’s on.)

How to read and answer questions on this test



a) 0-0 (castles kingside)
b) 0-0-0 (castles queenside)
c) Kd8
d) All of the above.

It’s Black’s move. Which moves below
are possible?

#1. Black to move

UIL Chess Puzzle Solving—Invitational 2014-2015—Grades 4 and 5

#3. White to move

a) ... 0-0 (castles kingside)
b) ... 0-0-0 (castles queenside)
c) ... cxd6
d) None of the above.

It’s Black’s move. Which move below
is possible?

#2. Black to move

#4. White to move

a) Qxf2
b) Qc6
c) Qxf8
d) Bf4

a) Ra6
b) Ra4
c) Nf5
d) None of the above.

Choose the best move for White. What White move wins Black’s queen?



a) Nb3
b) Nc4
c) Bg7
d) White can’t win Black’s rook.

What White move will win Black’s rook?

#5. White to move

UIL Chess Puzzle Solving—Invitational 2014-2015—Grades 4 and 5

#7. White to move

a) Qe8
b) Rb8
c) Qe4
d) White can’t checkmate Black in one
move.

How can White checkmate Black in
one move?

#6. White to move

#8. White to move

a) dxe6
b) dxc6
c) d6
d) White can’t checkmate Black in one 
move.

a) Qh8 then Qc8
b) Nxc7 then Na6
c) Nd4 then Nc6
d) White can’t win Black’s queen.

Black has just played ... c7-c5. How can
White checkmate in one move?

Find the moves, in the right order, that lead
to White winning the Black queen.



a) Ne6
b) Nd3
c) Ng6
d) White can’t win one of Black’s rooks.

What move wins one of Black’s rooks?

#9. White to move

UIL Chess Puzzle Solving—Invitational 2014-2015—Grades 4 and 5

#11. White to move

a) Qh8
b)  Qa1
c)  Qh4
d) White can’t checkmate Black in one

move.

How can White checkmate Black in one
move?

#10. White to move

#12. White to move

a) a8=Q
b)  a8=R
c)  Bb6
d) Bg5

a) Ka5
b) Kb5
c) Kb6
d) Both a and b are correct.

What is White’s best move? Can White’s king catch the black pawn before it
promotes? If so, with what move? (Remember,
the black pawn moves “down” the board.)



a) Black wins—he has a big material advantage.
b)  White wins—he checkmates Black.
c)  It’s a draw by perpetual check.
d)  This position is unclear.

It’s White’s move. What is the result,
given best play?

#13. White to move

UIL Chess Puzzle Solving—Invitational 2014-2015—Grades 4 and 5

#15. White to move

a) Ra7
b) Qxa7
c) Nc7
d) White can’t checkmate Black in three

moves.

If White can checkmate Black in three
moves, what is White’s third move?

#14. White to move

#16. White to move

a) a4
b) a3
c) Ka4
d) White can’t draw the game.

How can White draw the game? 

a) Nxb6
b)  Nxe7
c) Nxc3
d) Nxf4

What is White’s best move?



a) Rc8
b) Rc7
c) Rxd7
d) White can’t checkmate Black in two
moves.

If White can checkmate Black in two
moves, what is White’s first move?

#17. White to move

UIL Chess Puzzle Solving—Invitational 2014-2015—Grades 4 and 5

#19. White to move

a) White
b) Black
c) It’s even.
d) It depends on whose move it is.

Which side is ahead in material?

#18.

#20. White to move

a) Rxh8
b) Qxh8
c) Rb3
d) White can’t checkmate Black in three moves.

a) Nd7
b) Nxa6
c) Na4
d) White can’t checkmate Black in three 
moves.

If White can force checkmate of Black in
three moves, what’s White’s second move?

If White can force checkmate of Black in
three moves, what’s White’s third move?
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UIL Chess Puzzle Solving—Invitational 2014-2015—Grades 6-8

IMPORTANT INSTRUCTIONS: 
[Test-administrators, please read text in this box aloud.]

This is the UIL Chess Puzzle Solving Invitational Test for grades six-eight. There are
20 questions on this test. You have 30 minutes to complete it. All questions are multiple
choice. Use the answer sheet to mark your answers.  Multiple choice answers purposely
do not indicate checks or checkmate symbols. You will be awarded one point for each
correct answer. No deductions will be made for incorrect answers on this test. Finishing
early is not rewarded, even to break ties. So use all of your time. 

If you don’t already know chess notation, reading and referring to the section below
on this page will help you. Some of the questions may be hard, but all of the puzzles
are interesting! Good luck and have fun!

• To answer the questions on this test, you’ll
need to know how to read chess moves. It’s
simple to do.

• Every square on the board has an “address”
made up of a letter and a number.

• To make them easy to read, the questions
on this test use the figurine piece symbols on
the right, above.

• When answering the puzzle questions, re-
member that white pawns move “up” the dia-
grams. Black pawns move “down” the
diagrams.

At right are two sample moves. 

If you look closely at the diagrams in
the questions below, you’ll see that the
frame around the diagram labels the
ranks (1-8) and files (a-h) to help you.

White has just played e4. Black has just played ... Nf6.

Piece Names

King

Queen

Rook

Bishop

Knight

Pawn

Letter 
Abbreviation

(Algebraic Notation)

K

Q

R

B 

N

a-h
(We write the 
file it’s on.)

Each chessman can
also be represented
by a symbol, except

for the pawn.
(Figurine Notation)

K

Q

R

B

N

a-h
(We write the 
file it’s on.)

How to read and answer questions on this test



a) Rb8
b) Rh1
c) Qe8
d) Both A and B are correct.

How does White checkmate Black in
one move?

#1. White to move

UIL Chess Puzzle Solving—Invitational 2014-2015—Grades 6-8

#3. White to move

a) Rxa7
b) Qxb7
c) Qxh8
d) White can’t checkmate Black in one
move.

How does White checkmate Black in
one move?

#2. White to move

#4. White to move

a) Rb8 then Nxf7
b) Nxf7 then Qf8
c) Qf8 then Nxf7
d) White can’t checkmate Black in two
moves.

How can White checkmate Black by
force in two moves?

a) Rd8
b)  Re8
c)  Bh7
d)  White can’t checkmate Black in one

move.

How does White checkmate Black in one
move?



a) Nd6
b) Nf6
c) Ng5
d) Both A and B are correct.

How can White checkmate Black in one
move?

#5. White to move

UIL Chess Puzzle Solving—Invitational 2014-2015—Grades 6-8

#7. White to move

a) Rd1
b) 0-0 (castles kingside)
c) 0-0-0 (castles queenside)
d) White can’t checkmate Black in two
moves.

If White can checkmate Black in two
moves, what is White’s first move?

#6. White to move

#8. White to move

a) Nb5 then Nc7
b)  Ne6 then Nc7
c)  Nc6 then Qb8
d) White can’t win Black’s queen.

Find the White moves, in the right order,
that force the win of the Black queen.

a) with Ba5 then Bb6
b)  with Bf6 then Be5
c)  with Qh8  then Qe5
d)  White can’t win Black’s queen.

Considering the best moves for both White
and Black, how can White win Black’s
queen?



a) with Re8 then Ne7
b) with Rh1 then Ne7
c) with Ne7 then Rh1
d) White can’t force this win of material.

How can White force the win of Black’s
Rook?

#9. White to move

UIL Chess Puzzle Solving—Invitational 2014-2015—Grades 6-8

#11. White to move

a) a6-a7 then a8=Q
b)  a6-a7 then a8=B
c)  a6-a7 then a8=N
d)  White can’t checkmate Black in two
moves.

What two White moves force checkmate
against Black?

#10. White to move

#12. White to move

a) gxf7
b) Rh8
c) Qf5
d) White can’t mate in three moves.

If White can mate in three moves, what is
his first move?

a) Rh2
b)  Rb8
c)  Qa8
d)  White can’t checkmate Black in one

move.

How does White checkmate Black in
one move?



a) Rc3
b) Re8
c) Rc4
d) White can’t mate in three moves.

If White can checkmate Black in three
moves, what is his first move?

#13. White to move

UIL Chess Puzzle Solving—Invitational 2014-2015—Grades 6-8

#15. White to move

a) The game is drawn by perpetual check.
b) White checkmates Black.
c) Black eventually wins due to his material
advantage.

d) White wins both of Black’s rooks.

With best play, what should the out-
come of this game be?

#14. White to move

#16. White to move

a) Na6 then Nb6
b) Nc6 then Nb6
c) Nb6 then Na6
d) White can’t checkmate Black in two
moves.

a) Ra8
b) Rc8
c) Qh8
d)  White can’t checkmate Black in one

move.

If White can force checkmate in two
moves, what are White’s moves, in order?

How does White checkmate Black in
one move?



#17.

UIL Chess Puzzle Solving—Invitational 2014-2015—Grades 6-8

#19. White to move

a) Kf7-But Black can still win.
b) Kf7-It’s a draw.
c) Kf6-But Black can still win.
d) Kf6-It’s a draw.

What is White’s best move, and what’s
the result?

#18. White to Move

#20. White to move

a) Rb2
b) Rc2
c) Ra3
d) White can’t achieve a stalemate position.

a) By playing cxb6 
b) By playing a6 
c) By playing Kg3
d) Both a and b are correct.

How can White draw the game by
making a stalemate?

Black has just moved ... b7-b5. How
can White win?

a) White
b) Black
c) It’s even.
d) It depends on whose move it is.

Which side is ahead in material?
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IMPORTANT INSTRUCTIONS: 

This is the tiebreaker test for all grades for the Invitational UIL
Chess Puzzle Solving Test.

Use the separate answer sheet to write all your answers.  You
have five (5) minutes to take this part of the test. There are eight
(8) questions. Some questions are very difficult. 

As before, the symbols for check and checkmate commonly used
after moves have been omitted because they would be hints.

Each correct answer earns you one point. There is no penalty for
unanswered questions. 

These questions are hard, but the puzzles are interesting! Good
luck and have fun!

UIL A+ Chess Puzzle—Invitational 2014-2015—Tiebreaker, all grades



#1. White to move

UIL A+ Chess Puzzle—Invitational 2014-2015—Tiebreaker, all grades

#3. White to move

#2. White to move

#4. White to move

a) Re8
b) Qxf8
c) hxg7
d) White can’t checkmate Black in two
moves.

If White can force checkmate in two
moves, what is White’s first move?

a) Rg8
b) Nf7
c) Rg7
d) White can’t checkmate Black in two
moves.

If White can checkmate Black in two
moves, what is White’s second move?

a) Qb8
b) Nc7
c) Na6
d) White can’t checkmate Black in
four moves.

If White can checkmate Black in four
moves, what is White’s third move?

a) 1
b) 2
c) 3
d) White can’t checkmate Black. 

If White can checkmate Black, how
many moves does White need?



#5. White to move

UIL A+ Chess Puzzle—Invitational 2014-2015—Tiebreaker, all grades

#7. White to move

#6. White to move

#8. White to move

a) Rc1-c7
b) Qxh7
c) Qxf8
d) White can’t checkmate Black in three
moves.

If White can checkmate Black in three
moves, what is White’s first move?

a) Qf4
b) Qxc6
c) Ba6
d) White can’t checkmate Black in two 
moves.

If White can checkmate Black in two
moves, what is White’s first move?

a) Qxg7
b) Bxg7
c) Re8
d) White can’t force checkmate against 
Black in three moves.

If White can force checkmate in three
moves, what is White’s third move?

a) White can force checkmate in three moves.
b) White can force checkmate in four moves.
c) White can force checkmate in five moves.
d) White forces a draw by perpetual check.

With best play, what should be the result?
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Chess Puzzle Solving
grades 2 & 3 

do not open test
until told to do so

Spring  DISTRICT  2014-2015
A+ Academics

University Interscholastic League



UIL Chess Puzzle Solving—Spring 2014-2015—Grades 2 and 3

IMPORTANT INSTRUCTIONS: 
[Test-administrators, please read text in this box aloud.]

This is the UIL Chess Puzzle Solving Spring Test for grades two and three. There are
20 questions on this test. You have 30 minutes to complete it. All questions are multiple
choice. Use the answer sheet to mark your answers.  Multiple choice answers purposely
do not indicate check, checkmate, or e.p. symbols. You will be awarded one point for
each correct answer. No deductions will be made for incorrect answers on this test.
Finishing early is not rewarded, even to break ties. So use all of your time. 

If you don’t already know chess notation, reading and referring to the section below
on this page will help you. Some of the questions may be hard, but all of the puzzles
are interesting! Good luck and have fun!

• To answer the questions on this test, you’ll
need to know how to read chess moves. It’s
simple to do.

• Every square on the board has an “address”
made up of a letter and a number.

• To make them easy to read, the questions
on this test use the figurine piece symbols on
the right, above.

• When answering the puzzle questions, re-
member that white pawns move “up” the dia-
grams. Black pawns move “down” the
diagrams.

At right are two sample moves. 

If you look closely at the diagrams in
the questions below, you’ll see that the
frame around the diagram labels the
ranks (1-8) and files (a-h) to help you.

White has just played e4. Black has just played ... Nf6.

Piece Names

King

Queen

Rook

Bishop

Knight

Pawn

Letter 
Abbreviation

(Algebraic Notation)

K

Q

R

B 

N

a-h
(We write the 
file it’s on.)

Each chessman can
also be represented
by a symbol, except

for the pawn.
(Figurine Notation)

K

Q

R

B

N

a-h
(We write the 
file it’s on.)

How to read and answer questions on this test



a) Black is in checkmate.
b) Black is in stalemate.
c) Black is in check.
d) None of the above.

What best describes the situation?

#1. Black to move

UIL Chess Puzzle Solving—Spring 2014-2015—Grades 2 and 3

#3. Black to move

a) Black is in checkmate.
b) Black is in stalemate.
c) Black is in check.
d) None of the above.

What best describes the situation?

#2. Black to move

#4.

a) Black is in checkmate.
b) Black is in stalemate.
c) Black is in check.
d) None of the above.

a) White
b) Black
c) It’s even.
d) It’s not possible to tell without knowing
who is to move.

What best describes the situation? Which side has a material advantage?



a) Kc4
b) Kd3
c) Kc3
d) White can’t stop Black’s pawn.

How can White stop Black’s pawn from promoting?
(Remember, black pawns move “down” the board.)

#5. White to move

UIL Chess Puzzle Solving—Spring 2014-2015—Grades 2 and 3

#7. White to move

a) c4
b) a4
c) e4
d) None of the above.

What move will lead to a win of one of
Black’s knights with a double attack?

#6. White to move

#8. White to move

a) Bd3
b) Bg2
c)Ba6
d) None of the above.

a) Ra8
b) Rg6
c)  Rg2
d) None of the above.

How can White use a pin to win the
black rook?

How can White force the win of Black’s
queen?



a) Rd8
b) Re8
c) Rxa1
d) White can’t checkmate Black in one
move.

How can White checkmate Black in one
move?

#9. White to move

UIL Chess Puzzle Solving—Spring 2014-2015—Grades 2 and 3

#11. White to move

a) White can capture Black’s b-pawn.
b) White can capture Black’s d-pawn.
c) Both A and B are correct.
d) White has no possible pawn captures.

Black just played b7-b5. Does White have
any possible pawn captures?

#10. White to move

#12. White to move

a) Kc5
b) a8=Q
c) a8=R
d) Kd5

a) d8=Q
b) d8=N
c) e4
d) Kd4

What is White’s best move? What is White’s best move?



a) Nb6
b) Ne5
c) Ra1
d) Nd2

What is White’s best move?

#13. White to move

UIL Chess Puzzle Solving—Spring 2014-2015—Grades 2 and 3

#15. White to move

a) White can castle kingside (0-0).
b) White can castle queenside (0-0-0).
c) Both A and B are correct.
d) White can’t castle.

Can White castle?

#14. White to move

#16. White to move

a) Bxf6
b) Bxc7
c) Bxb2
d) Bxf4

a) Nb6
b) Nc7
c) fxe5
d) Rxa7

What is White’s best move? What is White’s best move?



a) Rb3
b) Ra2
c) Rb2
d) White can’t checkmate Black in two
moves.

If White can checkmate Black in two
moves, what is White’s second move?

#17. White to move

UIL Chess Puzzle Solving—Spring 2014-2015—Grades 2 and 3

#19. White to move

a) Nb6
b) Nc7
c) Both A and B.
d)  White can’t checkmate Black in one

move.

If White can checkmate Black in one
move, how does he do it?

#18. White to move

#20. White to move

a) Qg8
b) Nf7
c) Ng8
d) White can’t checkmate Black in two moves.

a) Qh6
b) Qc3
c) Qd7
d) White can’t checkmate Black in two
moves.

If White can checkmate Black in two
moves, what is White’s first move?

If White can checkmate Black in two
moves, what is White’s first move?
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Chess Puzzle Solving
grades 4 & 5 

do not open test
until told to do so

Spring  DISTRICT  2014-2015
A+ Academics

University Interscholastic League



UIL Chess Puzzle Solving—Spring 2014-2015—Grades 4 and 5

IMPORTANT INSTRUCTIONS: 
[Test-administrators, please read text in this box aloud.]

This is the UIL Chess Puzzle Solving Spring Test for grades four and five. There are
20 questions on this test. You have 30 minutes to complete it. All questions are multiple
choice. Use the answer sheet to mark your answers.  Multiple choice answers purposely
do not indicate check, checkmate, or e.p. symbols. You will be awarded one point for
each correct answer. No deductions will be made for incorrect answers on this test.
Finishing early is not rewarded, even to break ties. So use all of your time. 

If you don’t already know chess notation, reading and referring to the section below
on this page will help you. Some of the questions may be hard, but all of the puzzles
are interesting! Good luck and have fun!

• To answer the questions on this test, you’ll
need to know how to read chess moves. It’s
simple to do.

• Every square on the board has an “address”
made up of a letter and a number.

• To make them easy to read, the questions
on this test use the figurine piece symbols on
the right, above.

• When answering the puzzle questions, re-
member that white pawns move “up” the dia-
grams. Black pawns move “down” the
diagrams.

At right are two sample moves. 

If you look closely at the diagrams in
the questions below, you’ll see that the
frame around the diagram labels the
ranks (1-8) and files (a-h) to help you.

White has just played e4. Black has just played ... Nf6.

Piece Names

King

Queen

Rook

Bishop

Knight

Pawn

Letter 
Abbreviation

(Algebraic Notation)

K

Q

R

B 

N

a-h
(We write the 
file it’s on.)

Each chessman can
also be represented
by a symbol, except

for the pawn.
(Figurine Notation)

K

Q

R

B

N

a-h
(We write the 
file it’s on.)

How to read and answer questions on this test



a) Black is in checkmate.
b) Black is in stalemate.
c) Black is in check.
d) None of the above.

What best describes the situation?

#1. Black to move

UIL Chess Puzzle Solving—Fall/Winter-2014-2015—Grades 4 and 5

#3. Black to move

a) Black is in checkmate.
b) Black is in stalemate.
c) Black is in check.
d) None of the above.

What best describes the situation?

#2. Black to move

#4.

a) Black is in checkmate.
b) Black is in stalemate.
c) Black is in check.
d) None of the above.

a) White
b) Black
c) It’s even.
d) It’s not possible to tell without knowing
who is to move.

What best describes the situation? Which side has a material advantage?



a) Kf5
b) Kg5
c) Kf6
d) White can’t stop Black’s pawn.

How can White stop Black’s pawn from promoting?
(Remember, black pawns move “down” the board.)

#5. White to move

UIL Chess Puzzle Solving—Fall/Winter-2014-2015—Grades 4 and 5

#7. White to move

a) Nb4
b) Nf4
c) Ne5
d) Ra8

What is White’s best move?

#6. White to move

#8. White to move

a) Rd1
b) Ra3
c)Ra6
d) Ke4

a) Bb7
b) Bc4
c)  e4
d) Kd2

What is the best move? What is White’s best move?



a) A draw by perpetual check.
b) White will eventually promote a pawn and win.
c) White checkmates Black in two moves.
d) With pawns on the same side of the board, it’s

likely to be a draw.

With best play, what is the outcome?

#9. White to move

UIL Chess Puzzle Solving—Fall/Winter-2014-2015—Grades 4 and 5

#11. White to move

a) d6
b) dxe6
c) dxc6
d) They’re all legal. 

Black just played c7-c5. Which of the
moves below are legal?

#10. White to move

#12. White to move

a) b7-pawn
b) e6-pawn
c) g7-pawn
d) None of the above.

a) 0-0-0
b) 0-0
c) Kf1
d) All the of the above.

Which pawn can be promoted now? Which of the moves given below are
legal?



a) Bxh6
b) Bxb4
c) Bg5
d) c3

What is White’s best move?

#13. White to move

UIL Chess Puzzle Solving—Fall/Winter-2014-2015—Grades 4 and 5

#15. White to move

a) Na6
b) Nc6
c) Nxd3
d) Rxd3

What is White’s best move?

#14. White to move

#16. White to move

a) Qb8
b) Nxc5
c) Nc7
d) Qc7

a) Rxb8
b) Nc7
c) Qxa7
d) White can’t checkmate Black in one 
move.

What is White’s best move? If White can checkmate Black in one
move, what is White’s move?



a) Nxb3
b) Nxb5
c) Nxf3
d) Nxf5

What is White’s best move?

#17. White to move

UIL Chess Puzzle Solving—Fall/Winter-2014-2015—Grades 4 and 5

#19. White to move

a) Ra8
b) c4
c) g4
d) Ke4

What is White’s best move?

#18. White to move

#20. White to move

a) Qxb2
b) Qxe5
c) Qc8
d) Rd1

a) Rxh3
b) Kb4
c) Kb2
d) Rc2

What is White’s best move? What is White’s best move?
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do not open test
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UIL Chess Puzzle Solving—Spring 2014-2015—Grades 6-8

IMPORTANT INSTRUCTIONS: 
[Test-administrators, please read text in this box aloud.]

This is the UIL Chess Puzzle Solving Spring Test for grades six through eight. There
are 20 questions on this test. You have 30 minutes to complete it. All questions are
multiple choice. Use the answer sheet to mark your answers.  Multiple choice answers
purposely do not indicate check, checkmate, or e.p. symbols. You will be awarded one
point for each correct answer. No deductions will be made for incorrect answers on
this test. Finishing early is not rewarded, even to break ties. So use all of your time. 

If you don’t already know chess notation, reading and referring to the section below
on this page will help you. Some of the questions may be hard, but all of the puzzles
are interesting! Good luck and have fun!

• To answer the questions on this test, you’ll
need to know how to read chess moves. It’s
simple to do.

• Every square on the board has an “address”
made up of a letter and a number.

• To make them easy to read, the questions
on this test use the figurine piece symbols on
the right, above.

• When answering the puzzle questions, re-
member that white pawns move “up” the dia-
grams. Black pawns move “down” the
diagrams.

At right are two sample moves. 

If you look closely at the diagrams in
the questions below, you’ll see that the
frame around the diagram labels the
ranks (1-8) and files (a-h) to help you.

White has just played e4. Black has just played ... Nf6.

Piece Names

King

Queen

Rook

Bishop

Knight

Pawn

Letter 
Abbreviation

(Algebraic Notation)

K

Q

R

B 

N

a-h
(We write the 
file it’s on.)

Each chessman can
also be represented
by a symbol, except

for the pawn.
(Figurine Notation)

K

Q

R

B

N

a-h
(We write the 
file it’s on.)

How to read and answer questions on this test



a) Black is in checkmate.
b) Black is in stalemate.
c) Black is in check.
d) None of the above.

What best describes the situation?

#1. Black to move

UIL Chess Puzzle Solving—Spring 2014-2015—Grades 6-8

#3. Black to move

a) Black is in checkmate.
b) Black is in stalemate.
c) Black is in check.
d) None of the above.

What best describes the situation?

#2. Black to move

#4.

a) Black is in checkmate.
b) Black is in stalemate.
c) Black is in check.
d) None of the above.

a) White
b) Black
c) It’s even.
d) It’s not possible to tell without knowing
who is to move.

What best describes the situation? Which side has a material advantage?



a) Kf6
b) Kg6
c) Kf7
d) White can’t stop black’s pawn.

How can White stop Black’s pawn from promoting?
(Remember, black pawns move “down” the board.)

#5. White to move

UIL Chess Puzzle Solving—Spring 2014-2015—Grades 6-8

#7. White to move

a) Qe5
b) Qb2
c) Qxh5
d) None of the above.

What is White’s best move?

#6. White to move

#8. White to move

a) Qd8
b) Qh6
c) Qxb2
d) Bxg7

a) Ra8 and Rb8
b) Ra8 and Ra1
c) Rg1 and Rxb1
d) White can’t force a win of Black’s
queen.

What’s White’s best move? How can White force the win of Black’s
queen?



a) Qd8
b) Qxg6
c) Qa3
d) White can’t checkmate Black in three
moves.

If White can checkmate Black in three
moves, what is White’s first move?

#9. White to move

UIL Chess Puzzle Solving—Spring 2014-2015—Grades 6-8

#11. White to move

a) White can capture Black’s d-pawn.
b) White can capture Black’s f-pawn.
c) Both A and B are correct.
d) White has no possible pawn captures.

Black just played f7-f5. Does White have
any possible pawn captures?

#10. White to move

#12. White to move

a) a8=Q
b) a8=N
c) a8=R
d) Kf2

a) 0-0
b) 0-0-0
c) Kd2
d) None of the above.

What is White’s best move? Which of the following moves are
legal?



a) a7
b) bxc8=Q
c) Kb6
d) bxc8=R

What is White’s best move?

#13. White to move

UIL Chess Puzzle Solving—Spring 2014-2015—Grades 6-8

#15. White to move

a) Nf7
b) Rh1
c)  Rd8
d) f7

What is White’s best move?

#14. White to move

#16. White to move

a) Rg3
b) Ra3
c) Kc2
d) White can’t checkmate Black in two
moves.

a) Bxe5
b) d4
c) Nc3
d) Ne3

If White can checkmate Black in two
moves, what is White’s second move?

What is White’s best move?



a) Ne7
b) Nf6
c) Ne3
d) Qh8

What is White’s best move?

#17. White to move

UIL Chess Puzzle Solving—Spring 2014-2015—Grades 6-8

#19. White to move

a) Rh8
b) Qa2
c) Qxf5
d)  White can’t checkmate Black in

three moves.

If White can checkmate Black in three
moves, what’s White’s first move?

#18. White to move

#20. White to move

a) Nf7
b) Ng6
c) Qxh7
d) White can’t checkmate Black in two moves.

a) dxc8=Q
b) dxe8=Q
c) d8=Q
d) d8=N

If White can checkmate Black in two
moves, what is White’s first move?

What is White’s best move?
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Chess Puzzle Solving
TIEBREAKER - ALL GRADES

do not open test
until told to do so

Spring  DISTRICT  2014-2015
A+ Academics

University Interscholastic League



IMPORTANT INSTRUCTIONS: 

This is the tiebreaker test for all grades for the Spring UIL Chess
Puzzle Solving Test.

Use the separate answer sheet to write all your answers.  You
have five (5) minutes to take this part of the test. There are eight
(8) questions. Some questions are very difficult. 

As before, the symbols for check and checkmate commonly used
after moves have been omitted because they would be hints.

Each correct answer earns you one point. There is no penalty for
incorrect answers or unanswered questions. 

These questions are hard, but the puzzles are interesting! Good
luck and have fun!

UIL A+ Chess Puzzle—Spring 2015—Tiebreaker, all grades



#1. White to move

UIL A+ Chess Puzzle—Spring 2015—Tiebreaker, all grades

#3. White to move

#2. White to move

#4. White to move

a) Bxh7
b) Bxb7
c) Bc6
d) White can’t checkmate Black in one
move.

If White can checkmate Black in one
move, what is White’s move?

a) Rd8
b) Rb8
c) Qxg7
d) White can’t checkmate Black in two
moves.

If White can checkmate Black in two
moves, what is White’s first move?

a) Bh7
b) Nf6
c) Nh6
d) All of the above.

If White can checkmate Black in one
move, what’s the solution?

a) c7
b) Ba5
c)Bg5
d) Ne6

What is White’s best move?



#5. White to move

UIL A+ Chess Puzzle—Spring 2015—Tiebreaker, all grades

#7. White to move

#6. White to move

#8. White to move

a) Na6
b) Nc6
c) Bf3
d) White can’t checkmate Black in two
moves.

If White can checkmate Black in two
moves, what is White’s first move?

a) Re8
b) Qxa8
c) h3
d) Nd5

What is White’s best move?

a) Nf7
b) Qg8
c) Nh6
d) White can’t force checkmate against 
Black in three moves.

If White can force checkmate in three
moves, what is White’s third move?

a) White can force checkmate in three moves.
b) White can force checkmate in four moves.
c) White can force checkmate in five moves.
d) White forces a draw by perpetual check.

With best play, what should be the result?
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University Interscholastic League 
2014-15 Dictionary Skills Contest 
Invitational Test — Grades 5 & 6 

 
1. An internist specializes in 

A. the internet. C. the intranet.    
B. internal medicine. D. internships. 

 
2. Velour most closely resembles  

A. cotton. C. polyester. 
B. terry cloth. D. velvet. 

 
3. The earliest corals emerged during which era in time? 

A. Cenozoic C. Paleozoic 
B. Mesozoic D. Precambrian 

 
4. The Pelion Mountain is _______________ feet tall.  

 
5. If Jack and Sara conspired on a project, they 

A. worked together. 
B. both forgot about the project. 
C. received a failing grade.  
D. None of the above 

 
6. Which of the following is the correct syllabic division for recommendation? 

A. rec-om-mend-a-tion 
B. re-com-men-da-tion 
C. rec-o-mmen-da-tion 
D. re-com-mend-a-tion 

 
7. Morn and mourn are 

A. homographs. C. homonyms. 
B. homophones. D. homogenates. 

 
8. NS is an abbreviation for ______________________. 

 
9. A hansom is a form of 

A. architecture. C. religion. 
B. art. D. transportation. 

 
10. Which planet has a diameter of 4,222 miles? 

A. Mars C. Pluto 
B. Mercury D. Venus 
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11. Which of the following words is NOT spelled correctly? 
A. notoriety C. plasticity 
B. chamois D. unconsionable  

 
12. A dendrologist studies 

A. clouds. C. trees. 
B. rocks. D. stars. 

 
13. In what time zone is Iowa? 

A. Pacific C. central 
B. mountain D. eastern 

 
14. The landing of a spacecraft in the ocean is called a  

A. splash. C. splatter. 
B. splashdown. D. splutter. 

 
15. Maraschino describes what type of fruit? 

A. cherry C. blueberry 
B. strawberry D. mango 

 
16.  Sociology is the study of 

A. society, social institutions, and social relationships. 
B. social well-being. 
C. the mind and behavior. 
D. politics. 

 
17. Divide the word punctilious into syllables: ___________________ 

 
18. Which of the following statements is true about the word lozenge? 

A. It is a diamond-shaped figure.  
B. Lozenge contains 2 syllables. 
C. It is a small tablet that usually contains medicine. 
D. All of the above 

 
19. If Jacob is taking elocution lessons, he is working on his 

A. interpersonal skills. 
B. public speaking skills. 
C. athletic ability. 
D. artistic skills. 

 
20. Gascony is a region in which country? 

A. Italy C. France 
B. Germany D. Spain 
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21. A square foot is equivalent to which of the following? 
A. 11 square yards 
B. 144 square inches 
C. 0.836 square meters 
D. 1 acre 

 
22. Presto functions as what part of speech? 

A. noun C. adverb 
B. adjective D. Both B and C 

 
23. All of the following words have an alternate spelling EXCEPT 

A. louver. C. mauve. 
B. somber. D. coney.  

 
24. Which of the following is NOT in correct alphabetical order? 

A. compulsive, compunction, comrade, computerize 
B. conceit, conceive, concentration, concentric 
C. compromise, compulsory, computation, computerize 
D. comprehensive, compressor, comprise, comptroller 

 
25. The term “maverick” was originally used to name  

A. a group of farmers.  
B. unbranded horses. 
C. unbranded cattle. 
D. an Indian tribe.  

 
26. What is the plural form of antithesis? ______________________ 

 
27. How many sides does a decagon have? 

A. 5 C. 8 
B. 10 D. 6 

 
28. Which of the following classifies a horse breed? 

A. cormorant C. gazelle 
B. merganser D. Appaloosa 

 
29. Which of the following is NOT a synonym of habit? 

A. repeat C. custom 
B. usage D. practice 

 
30. Which of the following words can be abbreviated “pp”? 

A. past participle C. pages 
B. pianissimo D. All of the above 
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31. Where might you find an intaglio? 
A. in the sky 
B. in a stone 
C. in the sand at the beach 
D. on a flower 

 
32. Of the following people, who is a Nobel Prize winner? 

A. Jane Austen 
B. Robert Koch 
C. Oscar Wilde 
D. Bessie Smith 

 
Match each of the following words to its correct meaning: 
 
_____ 33. tram    A. of little importance 
 
_____ 34. frivolous    B. shrill humming sound 
 
_____ 35. kale     C. to succeed 
 
_____ 36. brittle    D. easily broken 
 
_____ 37. wan    E. overhead cable car 
 
_____ 38. zing    F. to fill with joy 
 
_____ 39. elate    G. lacking vitality 
 
_____ 40. prosper    H. a hardy cabbage 
1 
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University Interscholastic League 
2014-15 Dictionary Skills Contest 

Spring District Test — Grades 5 & 6 
 

1. Which of the following is the correct syllabic division for cytology? 
A. cy-to-lo-gy C. cy-tol-og-y 
B. cy-tol-o-gy D. cyt-ol-o-gy 

 
2. Which of the following words is NOT spelled correctly? 

A. lavender C. ultimatum 
B. raucous D. compulsary 

 
3. Where might you find an intaglio? 

A. in the sand at the beach 
B. on a stone 
C. in the sky 
D. on a flower 

 
4. A rousing business is one that is 

A. small. C. exceptional. 
B. independent. D. expanding. 

 
5. A pristine book can also be described as  

A. fresh and clean. 
B. highly recommended. 
C. used and worn. 
D. long and complicated. 

 
6. What is the adjective form of educe? ________________________ 
 
7. What color(s) is a Gila monster? 

A. green C. yellow and white 
B. brown and black D. black and orange 

 
8. Which of the following dog breeds is considered a sporting dog? 

A. Welsh corgi C. weimaraner 
B. cocker spaniel D. mastiff 

 
9. A panderer takes advantage of  

A. one’s weaknesses. 
B. opportunities. 
C. circumstance. 
D. one’s beliefs. 
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10. Of the following people, who is Norwegian?  
A. William Baffin C. Robert Owen 
B. Thor Heyerdahl  D. Alessandro Volta 

 
11. Divide the word kitchenette into syllables: ______________________ 

 
12. Which of the following words has an alternate spelling? 

A. oust C. jurisdiction 
B. dolomite D. estivate 

 
13. Which of the following represents the proper abbreviation for berkelium? 

A. Be C. Bk 
B. ber  D. berk 

 
14.  A scatterbrain is incapable of 

A. memorization. 
B. concentration. 
C. emotion. 
D. making decisions. 

 
15. To postulate is to  

A. claim as true.  
B. deeply ponder something. 
C. learn something new.  
D. lie.  

 
16. Which of the following is the 15th letter of the Greek alphabet? 

A. epsilon C. theta 
B. omicron D. pi 

 
17. Divide the word physiotherapy into syllables: _______________________ 

 
18. How old is a septuagenarian? 

A. 7 C. 74 
B. 17 D. 67 

 
19. An obstreperous dog would be 

A. intelligent. 
B. playful and obedient. 
C. very active. 
D. noisy and hard to control. 

 
20. A student who stays out of school without permission is considered 

A. truant. C. frivolous. 
B. mnemonic. D. dorsal. 
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21. Which of the following words is a noun? 
A. beleaguer C. lingual 
B. remissible D. chambray 

 
22. Which of the following is NOT is alphabetical order? 

A. renaissance, renascent, rendition, renewable 
B. renascence, rendezvous, renaissance, remuneration 
C. rendezvous, renege, renounce, renovate 
D. renewable, renounce, renovate, renown 

 
23. Which of the following is NOT a synonym of talkative? 

A. garrulous C. occult 
B. loquacious D. voluble 

 
24. What is the adjective form of the word devotion? _______________________ 

 
25. All of the following describe the word scrawl EXCEPT 

A. accurately  
B. hastily 
C. carelessly 
D. awkwardly 

 
26. What currency does Poland use? 

A. krona C. franc 
B. zloty D. ruble 

 
27. Which of the following planets has a period of rotation of 10.66 hours? 

A. Neptune C. Saturn 
B. Jupiter D. Venus 

 
28. The rumba dance originated in 

A. Puerto Rico. C. Columbia. 
B. Russia. D. Cuba. 

 
29. Where is Occitan spoken? 

A. northern Italy 
B. southern France 
C. Germany 
D. Switzerland 

 
30. An ineffable emotion  

A. cannot be expressed. 
B. is a joyous one. 
C. lacks importance. 
D. is an unexpected one. 
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31. Cyanogen consists of which two elements? 
A. oxygen and potassium. 
B. nitrogen and oxygen. 
C. carbon and nitrogen. 
D. potassium and carbon. 

 
32. A descriptive name or phrase is referred to as a(n)  

A. admonition. C. witticism. 
B. modification. D. sobriquet. 

 
Match each of the following words to its correct meaning: 
 
_____ 33. laudatory    A. to place side by side 
 
_____ 34. effete    B. no longer productive 
 
_____ 35. juxtapose   C. not friendly  
 
_____ 36. pandemonium   D. not clear or sharp  
 
_____ 37. inimical    E. a troublesome person 
 
_____ 38. tantamount   F. a wild uproar 
 
_____ 39. hellion    G. equal in value  
 
_____ 40. nebulous    H. expressing praise 
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UIL LISTENING CONTEST - GRADES 5-6 
INVITATIONAL 2014-2015 

Contest Script- “Annie Webb Blanton” 
 

Have you ever considered running for a political office?  Or maybe just being the 
superintendent of a school district or principal of a school?  What about the head of the 
school board?  If you are a male, this has been possible since the beginning of our 
country.  However, for females, this has not always been the case.  For nearly 100 
years, women have had the right to vote and hold office in our country.  However, for 
many years before that, women fought through the political arena to receive the same 
rights as men.  In 1920, after many years of struggle, the United States ratified the 19th 
Amendment to the Constitution, which gave women the right to vote.  As a result of this 
amendment and the hard work of many people, women are now able to vote, hold 
political office, and have the same liberties as men in our country.   One of the women 
pioneers to political office in our state was Annie Webb Blanton.  Annie Webb Blanton 
was the first woman in Texas elected to statewide office.   

Annie Blanton was born on August 19, 1870, in Houston, Texas.  She was one of seven 
children born to Thomas and Eugenia Blanton.  Her father, Thomas, was born in 
Virginia but was raised in Houston after coming there with his mother at the age of 12.  
Her mother Eugenia was from LaGrange.  Annie had a twin sister, Fannie, who died 
when she was twelve years old. Her brother, Thomas Lindsay Blanton, represented 
central West Texas in the United States Congress from 1917 to 1936. Annie Blanton 
attended school in Houston and La Grange. After graduating from La Grange High 
School in 1886, she became a public school teacher and taught in a rural school in Pine 
Springs, Fayette County, where her interest in rural education began.   After her father's 
death in 1888, with both parents now deceased, she moved to Austin and taught in 
elementary schools and later in Austin High School.   She supported herself by teaching 
while studying at the University of Texas, where she graduated in 1899 with a Bachelor 
of Literature Degree.  She continued teaching English at Austin High School until 1901.  

From 1901 to 1918 Blanton served on the English faculty of North Texas State Normal 
College (now the University of North Texas) in Denton, where she became active in 
the Texas State Teachers Association. The Texas State Teachers Association was the 
first organization of teachers in Texas.  It was an association formed at Austin in 
December 1871 with William Carey Crane as president.   There she took an interest in 
the challenges facing women educators and joined the suffrage movement. The 
suffrage movement was based on the belief that all people should have the same rights 
including the right to vote, hold office, and own property.  Blanton believed that women 
working together for change were more effective than those struggling alone.  During 
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this time, Blanton established herself as a strong believer in equal rights for women.  
Blanton was also known for having written a series of grammar textbooks 
including Review Outline and Exercises in English Grammar (1903).  Because of these 
factors, she was elected president of the Texas State Teachers Association in 1916. 
She was the first woman to hold this position.  This was not the only office of distinction 
that she held during this time.  She was elected three times as one of the vice-
presidents of the National Education Association, in 1917, 1919, and 1921, and for six 
years she was a member of the National Council of Education.   

In 1917, after the impeachment of Governor James Ferguson, Texas suffragists 
realized that the new governor, William P. Hobby was willing to support their cause.  In 
Hobby's first called legislative session in February 1918, women obtained the right to 
vote in Texas primaries. The suffragists offered their support to Hobby when he sought 
the Democratic nomination to run for governor again in 1918.   Annie Blanton was 
chosen to run for state superintendent of public instruction. During this campaign, she 
was accused of being an atheist and of running as a figure head to be used as a tool for 
other political agendas.  As a result, she fought back by claiming that her opponent had 
close associations with the impeached former governor.  In the July 1918 primary, when 
Texas women exercised their voting rights for the first time, Blanton defeated her 
opponent by a large margin. Her victory in the general election in November 1918 made 
her the first woman in Texas elected to statewide office.  She took office on January 11, 
1919.  

While Blanton served as state superintendent, she worked to make positive changes in 
the educational system of the state.   As a result of her efforts, teacher certification laws 
were revised to require greater qualifications for teachers, teachers' salaries were 
raised, and efforts were made to improve rural education. Texas schools also were 
given textbooks at no cost to the schools or students.  Blanton was reelected in 
November 1920, when voters also passed the Better Schools Amendment, which she 
had proposed as a means of removing constitutional limitations on tax rates for local 
school districts. She served as state superintendent through 1922.  She did not seek a 
third term.  At this time, she ran for office for the United States Congress from Denton 
County but was not successful.  In 1923, she returned to the University of Texas, where 
she received her master's degree.  In the fall of 1923, Blanton began working for the 
University of Texas as adjunct professor of education administration.  In 1926, she was 
granted a year's leave of absence for study at Cornell University and in 1927 received 
her Doctorate of Philosophy degree.  After returning to the University of Texas in 1927, 
she became an associate professor of school administration.  Her specialty was rural 
education.  In 1933, Blanton was advanced to a full professorship and was one of only 
three women to have received this honor during that time.  She remained a professor of 
education there for the rest of her life.  In 1929, she founded the Delta Kappa Gamma 
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Society, an honorary society for women teachers.  Blanton published several books 
during her career, including A Handbook of Information as to Education in 
Texas (1922), Advanced English Grammar (1928), and The Child of the Texas One-
Teacher School (1936).  She was very concerned about the educational needs of 
teachers and students in Texas who were in schools that only had one teacher for all 
grade levels.  Throughout her career, she was especially interested in the needs of rural 
schools and worked to see improvement.   

Blanton, who never married, was a Methodist. In 1941, Dr. Blanton went to live with her 
niece, Dorothy Thatcher, who lived just outside of Austin.  Between that time and 1945, 
she suffered with arthritis and several respiratory illnesses that affected her ability to 
teach.  In the spring of 1945, Dr. Blanton was diagnosed with an intestinal flu that 
aggravated a previous heart condition.  In late summer, her health again began to fail, 
and she did not respond to medical treatment.  She died in Austin on October 2, 1945 
and was buried in Oakwood Cemetery. Public schools are named for her in Austin, 
Dallas, and Odessa, and a women's dormitory at the University of Texas at Austin bears 
her name. 
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UIL LISTENING CONTEST - GRADES 5-6 
INVITATIONAL 2014-2015 

Test 
 
 

“Annie Webb Blanton” 

 

1.   Women received the right to vote in the United States when the ____________  was 
 ratified. 
  a.  19th Amendment    b.  20th Amendment 
  c.  Webb Amendment    d.  United States Constitution 
 
2.   Annie Blanton was born on  
  a.  August 18, 1975.     b.  August 19, 1870. 
  b.  November 20, 1917.    c.  January 11, 1919. 
 
3.   The first president of the Texas State Teachers Association was 
  a.  William Carey Crane.    b.   Annie Webb Blanton. 
  c.  William P. Hobby .    d.  James Ferguson. 
 
4.   The Better Schools Amendment passed in November 1920 
  a.  created a system of free education for Texas students. 
  b.  raised teacher's salaries and set up a state wide salary schedule. 
  c.  provided grants for building new schools. 
  d.  removed constitutional limitations on tax rates for local school districts. 
 
5.   Texas women exercised their voting rights for the first time in 
  a.  January, 1919.     b.  February, 1918. 
  c.  July, 1918 .     d.  November, 1920. 
 
6.   Upon returning to the University of Texas in 1927, Blanton became an Associate 
 Professor of School Administration with a specialty in 
  a.  English Grammar.    b.  Rural Education. 
  c.  Philosophy.     d.  Education Administration. 
 
7.   Annie Blanton supported herself while working on her Bachelor's degree at the 
 University of Texas by ______________________.   
 
8.  Annie Blanton was born in 
  a.  LaGrange, Texas.    b.  Austin, Texas. 
  c.  Houston, Texas.     c.  Pine Springs, Texas. 
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9.   After her father's death in 1888, Blanton moved to Austin in order to 
  a.  serve in the Texas State Teacher's Association. 
  b.  attend college at the University of Texas. 
  c.  work for the National Council of Education. 
  d.  begin work with the suffrage movement. 
 
10.   The suffrage movement was based on the belief that 
  a.  women should have the right to attend college. 
  b.  no one should suffer for doing what they believe in. 
  c.  all people should have the right to vote, hold office, and own property. 
  d.  slavery should be abolished in order for all people to be treated fairly. 
 
11.   When Blanton was elected president of the Texas State Teachers Association in 1916, 
 this was a position of distinction because 
  a.  she was the first woman to hold this office. 
  b.  she used her office to call for the impeachment of the governor. 
  c.  she was accused of being an atheist. 
  d.  she was able to require greater qualifications for teachers. 
 
12.   In 1917, Governor _________________ was impeached. 
  a.  William P.  Hobby    b.  James Ferguson 
  c.  William Carey Crane    d.  Denton Thatcher 
 
13.   All of the following are books published by Blanton throughout her career except 
  a.  A Handbook of Information as to Education in Texas. 
  b.  Review Outline and Exercises in English Grammar. 
  c.  Improving Rural Education in Texas Schools. 
  d.  The Child of the Texas One-Teacher School. 
 
14.   One reason Blanton was elected as president of the Texas State Teachers 
 Association in 1916 was because she 
  a.  served on the English faculty of North Texas State Normal College. 
  b.  passed the Better Schools Amendment. 
  c.  founded the Delta Kappa Gamma Society. 
  d.  established herself as a strong believer in equal rights for women. 
 
15.   Although she received her master's degree from the University of Texas, Blanton 
 received her doctorate degree from 
  a.  Texas State Normal College. 
  b.  Southern Methodist University. 
  c.  Cornell University. 
  d.  Stephen F. Austin University. 
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16.   One achievement that sets Annie Blanton apart is that she was  
  a.  elected for office in the United States Congress from Denton County. 
  b.  voted as the first woman in Texas elected to statewide office. 
  c.  chosen for the Democratic nomination to run for governor. 
  d.  elected as president of the National Education Association. 
 
17.   Annie Blanton's interest in improvement of rural education probably began when  
  a.  her mother died while she lived in LaGrange. 
  b.  she taught public school in Pine Springs, Texas. 
  c.  she moved to Austin to attend high school. 
  d.  she worked as an element of change in the suffrage movement. 
 
18.   Annie Blanton died in Austin on 
  a.  October 2, 1945.     b. January 11, 1941. 
  c.  November 18, 1933.    d.  September 12, 1943. 
 
True/False 
 
19. Annie Blanton represented central West Texas in the United States Congress from 1917    
      to 1936.  
 
20.  From 1901 to 1918, Blanton served on the English faculty of The University of Texas. 

21. Public schools are named for Annie Blanton in Austin, Dallas, and Odessa, and a    
      women’s dormitory at the University of Texas at Austin bears her name.  
 
22. In 1933, Blanton was advanced to a full professorship and was one of only three  
      women to have received this honor during that time.  
 
23. Blanton was seldom concerned about the educational needs of teachers and students in     
      Texas who were in schools that only had one teacher for all grade levels. Instead, she  
      concentrated on large urban districts. 
 
24. Annie Blanton married in 1929 and had seven children- one of which died at the age of  
      12.  
 
25. In 1929, she founded the Delta Kappa Gamma Society, which is an honorary society for  
      women teachers.  
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Contest Script- “Audie Murphy” 

	
  
	
  
Audie Murphy was born in Kingston, Hunt County, Texas, on June 20, 1925. His father, 

Emit Murphy was a sharecropper.  Without much money, their home was a small-

dilapidated shack.  In all, Audie had 11 brothers and sisters.  When his father could not 

provide enough food for the family, Audie helped feed his mother and siblings by 

hunting rabbits and other small animals around their property.  In 1940, Murphy's father 

deserted the family for good, and his mother passed away a year later.  At the age of 

16, with no way to provide for his large family of siblings, he watched as his brothers 

and sisters were sent to orphanages or to live with relatives.  In 1942, Murphy decided 

to try to enlist in the military.   

 

War had just been declared and he decided that he would support his country.  

Murphy's first attempt to enlist was denied because he was not yet 18.  With his sister 

Corinne's help, he falsified his age and tried again. His first choice was the Marines.    

Oddly enough, it was not his age that kept him out of the Marines.  It was his size.  He 

was not tall enough to meet the minimum requirements.  He then tried to enlist in the 

paratroopers but was again denied entrance.  At this point, he had few choices left and 

decided to enlist in the army.   

 

His first stop was North Africa for military training.  After attending basic military training 

in February 1943, he was sent to Europe.  His company, the 15th Regiment, 3rd 

Infantry Division, was transferred to Sicily.  While there, he proved himself to be a 

proficient marksman and highly skilled soldier.  His unit landed at Salerno to fight in the 

Voltuno river campaign and then at Anzio to be part of the Allied force that fought its 

way to Rome. Throughout these campaigns, Murphy's skills earned him advancements 

in rank because many of his superior officers were being transferred, wounded or killed. 

After the capture of Rome, Murphy earned his first decoration for gallantry.  His actions 
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on the ground impressed his superior officers and they quickly promoted him from 

private to corporal. While fighting in the wet mountains of Italy, Murphy contracted 

malaria. Despite such setbacks, he continually distinguished himself in battle.   Part of 

Murphy's appeal to many people was that he didn't really look like a war hero.  He was 

small, almost fragile-looking, shy and soft-spoken.  He had a boyish appearance and 

always looked at least 15 years younger than he actually was.  People were often 

shocked when that found out that despite his appearance, he was a fierce solder.  On 

Jan. 26, 1945, near the village of Holtzwihr in eastern France, Lt. Murphy's forward 

positions came under fierce attack by the Germans. During this battle, he leaped on top 

of a burning tank that was loaded with fuel and ammunition that could have exploded at 

any moment.  Wounded in the leg during the heavy fire, Murphy remained there for 

nearly an hour, repelling the attack of German soldiers on three sides and saving his 

unit from certain destruction.  For this, Murphy was awarded the Medal of Honor- the 

nation's highest award for gallantry in action. 

 

By the end of the war, Audie Murphy had become the nation's most-decorated soldier, 

earning 28 medals, including three from France and one from Belgium. Murphy had 

been wounded three times during the war, yet, in May 1945, when victory was declared 

in Europe, he had still not reached his 21st birthday.  In September 1945, Murphy was 

released from active duty and assigned to inactive status.   

 

Audie Murphy returned to a hero's welcome in the United States. His photograph 

appeared on the cover of Life magazine's July 16, 1945 issue, and he was persuaded 

by actor James Cagney to embark on an acting career. Still very shy and unassuming, 

Murphy arrived in Hollywood with only his good looks and — by his own account — "no 

talent." Nevertheless, he went on to make more than 40 films. His first part was just a 

small one in Beyond Glory in 1948. The following year he published a book.  Written as 

his wartime memoirs, To Hell and Back, the book received good reviews. Later Murphy 

portrayed himself in the 1955 movie version of the book. The movie was a hit and held 

Universal Studio's record of highest grossing motion picture until 1975.  Many film 
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critics, however, believe his best performance was in Red Badge of Courage, Stephen 

Crane's Civil War epic. 

 

In addition to his acting career, after making a total of 44 films, Murphy was also a 

successful rancher and businessman.  After nearly 20 years, he retired from acting and 

started a career in private business. He bred and raised thoroughbred horses and 

owned several ranches in Texas, Arizona and California.  He was also a songwriter and 

wrote hit songs for Dean Martin, Eddy Arnold, Charlie Pride, and others.  
 

His life after the war wasn't all positive, however.  He suffered from what we now know 

as Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD).  Back then it was called "combat fatigue".  

Murphy was known to have a short temper.  He often woke up screaming at night and 

slept with a loaded gun nearby.  He is said to have been haunted by nightmares of his 

wartime experiences throughout his adult life.  He was married briefly to actress Wanda 

Hendrix.  He married again in 1951, this time to Pamela Archer, with whom he had two 

children.  In the 1960's his inability to sleep resulted in his becoming addicted to a 

powerful sleeping pill.  However, he eventually broke his addiction.  He ran into a streak 

of bad financial luck and was forced to declare bankruptcy in 1968. 

 

Because of his extreme difficulty in recovering from the trauma of the war, Murphy felt 

strongly about the care of returning war veterans.  He campaigned vigorously for the 

government to spend more time and money on taking care of returning Vietnam War 

veterans, as he more than most others knew what kinds of problems they were going to 

have upon returning to normal life.   

 

On May 18, 1971, Murphy was aboard a private plane on his way to a business meeting 

when it ran into thick fog near Roanoke, Virginia.  The plane crashed into the side of a 

mountain, killing all six people aboard.  Audie Murphy was 46 years old.  He was buried 

with full military honors in Arlington National Cemetery.  A special flagstone walkway 

has been constructed to accommodate the large number of people who stop to pay their 

respects to this hero.  According to cemetery records, the only gravesite visited by more 
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people that Murphy's is that of assassinated President John f. Kennedy.  At the end of a 

row of graves, his tomb is marked by simple, white, government-issue tombstone, which 

lists only a few of his many military decorations. 

 

In 1996, the US Army created a very popular professional institution named the 

Sergeant Audie Murphy Club.  In 2000, the US Postal service issued a commemorative 

stamp in Audie's honor.  On October 29, 2013, Texas Governor Rick Perry awarded the 

Texas Legislative Medal of Honor to Audie Murphy.  He was truly a Texas boy who 

grew up to be a hero. 
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UIL LISTENING CONTEST - GRADES 5-6 
SPRING DISTRICT 2014-2015 

Test 
	
  

“Audie Murphy” 
	
  
	
  
1.   Audie Murphy was born in Kingston, Texas which is in 
 a.  Travis County.   b.  Hunt County. 
 c.  Llano County.   d.  Blanco County. 
 

2.  After attending basic military training in 1943, Audie was sent to 
 a.  North Africa.   b.  Germany. 
 c.  Europe.    d.  Japan. 
 
3.  Audie's photograph appeared on the cover of Life magazine on 
 a.  July 16, 1945.   b.  May 23, 1945. 
 c.  February 15, 1943.  d.  March 16, 1975. 
 
4.  One difficulty Audie faced when returning from the war was known as 
 a.  shortness of breath.  b.  combat fatigue. 
 c.  financial addiction.  d.  soldier's temper. 
 
5.  In all, Audie had a total of _____________________ brothers and sisters. 
 
6.  Audie's mother passed away in 1940 when he was 
 a.  12.     b.  13. 
 c.  15.     d.  16. 
 
7.  Murphy campaigned vigorously for better care for 
 a.   war veterans.   b.  actors. 
 c.  drug addicts.   d.  honored soldiers. 
 
8.  Which of the following was NOT a job Murphy is recorded to have had after returning  
     from the war? 
 a.  businessman.   b.  song writer. 
 c.  rancher.    d.  congressman. 
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9.  Although he was briefly married to actress Wanda Hendrix, he married Pamela  
     Archer in 
 a.  1945.    b.  1951. 
 c.  1960.    d.  1971. 
 
10.  Murphy's first choice in the military was the 
 a.  Army.    b.  Navy. 
 c.  Air Force.    d.  Marines. 
 
11.  Audie received his first military training in 
 a.  North Africa.   b.  Europe. 
 c.  Sicily.    d.  Germany. 
 
12.  Murphy was awarded the Medal of Honor because he 
 a.  was able to work as a spy because he looked much younger than his age. 
 b.  held off an attack of German soldiers even though he was wounded. 
 c.  was the youngest war hero in World War II 
 d.  attacked the village of Holtzwihr and took fuel and ammunition for his unit 
 
13.  A movie version of Audie's memoirs of the war was entitled 
 a.  Beyond Glory.   b.  Red Badge of Courage. 
 c.  To Hell and Back .  d.  Hero of World War II. 
 
14.  By the end of the war, Audie Murphy had become the nation's most decorated  
       soldier, earning a total of ___________ medals. 
 
15.  After returning home from the war, he was persuaded to become an actor by 
 a.  Dean Martin.   b.  Eddie Arnold. 
 c.  James Cagney.   d.  Charlie Pride. 
 
16.  While fighting in the wet mountains of Italy, Murphy became sick with 
 a.  malaria.    b.  pneumonia. 
 c.  influenza.    d.  dysentery. 
 
17.  When victory was declared in Europe, Murphy was 
 a.  19 years old.   b.  20 years old. 
 c.  21 years old.   d.  22 years old. 
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18.  Audie Murphy died on 
 a.  February 15, 1968.   b.  September 23, 1945. 
 c.  January 26, 1955.   d.  May 18, 1971. 
 
True/False 
 
19. Audie Murphy was killed in a plane crash near Roanoke, Virginia. 
 
20. After suffering from Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder for many years, he became  
      addicted to pain killers. 
 
21. According to cemetery records, Audie Murphy's gravesite is visited by more people         
      than President John F. Kennedy. 
 
22. Audie Murphy was forced to declare bankruptcy in 1968. 
 
23. During his acting career, Murphy made a total of 44 films. 
 
24. On October 29, 2013, Texas Governor Rick Perry awarded the Texas legislative  
      Medal of Honor to Audie Murphy. 
 
25. Murphy was unable to become a Marine because he falsified his age when he  
      attempted to enlist.  
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Grades 5/6 Invitational 2014-15

Pts

Europe - Political
_____ ______________________________1. What is the northernmost capital city in Europe?

_____ ______________________________2. What body of water seperates Estonia from Finland?

_____ ______________________________3. The capitals of Austria and Hungary lie on what river?

_____  ______________________________4. What European capital lies on the Prime Meridian?

_____  ______________________________5. About how many miles is it from Oslo, Norway to Stockholm,
Sweden?

_____  ______________________________6. The Don River in Russia flows into what sea?

_____  ______________________________7. What is the population range of the city of Malaga?

_____  ______________________________8. The Shetland Islands belong to what country?

_____ ______________________________9. What is the largest city on the north shore of the Black Sea?

_____ _____________________________10. Put the following cities in order by population from largest
to smallest. - Samara, Russia and Cork, Ireland and  Lviv Ukraine

TRUE/FALSE
_____ _____________________________11. Venice is on the Tyrrhenian Sea.

_____ _____________________________12. The Caucasus Mountains separate Russia from Ukraine.

_____ _____________________________13. The capital of Albania is Tirana.

_____ _____________________________14. Bornholm is located in the Baltic Sea.

_____ _____________________________15. It is more than 500 miles from London to Paris.

______ TOTAL POINTS THIS PAGE

Answers - (Write answers in Answers column.  Do Not mark in Pts. Column.)
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Grades 5/6  Invitational 2014-15

Pts

Majestic Mountains National Park - Animal Sightings

_____ _____________________________16. How many different types of animals are shown in the graph?

_____ _____________________________17. How many years are shown on the graph?

_____ _____________________________18. Which animal has the most sightings overall?

_____ _____________________________19. What month had the largest difference between sightings for each animal?

_____ _____________________________20. During which months were there more Red Fox sightings than
Black Bear sightings?

_____ ______________________________21. Which month shows the largest number of sightings when totaling all
animal groups?

_____ ______________________________22. During which month were there the fewest Red Fox sightings?

_____ ______________________________23. In how many months were there more than twenty (20) Black Bear
sightings?

_____ ______________________________24. What was the total amount of Black Bear sightings overall?
a. 100
b. 205
c. 500

_____ _____________________________25. During what month were the numbers of Red Fox 
and the number of Brown Bears sighted the closest?

TRUE/FALSE
_____ _____________________________26. The Black Bear shows more sightings in the winter.

_____ _____________________________27. In January there were 10 Red Fox sightings.

_____ _____________________________28. There were more Black Bears seen in July than any other month.

_____ _____________________________29. Overall, there were fewer Red Fox sightings than 
Black Bear sightings.

_____ _____________________________30. The graph shows how many Red Fox were born in December.

______ TOTAL POINTS THIS PAGE

Answers - (Write answers in Answers column.  Do Not mark in Pts. Column.)
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Grades 5/6 Invitational 2014-15

Pts

Royal Mountain State Park - Visitors per Month

_____ _____________________________31. What type of graph is this?

_____________________________32. What is the graph depicting?
a. Revenue made during 2012
b. Number of visitors to the park
c. Number of campsites used each month

_____ _____________________________33. Which year is represented by a diamond on the graph?

_____ _____________________________34. In what month did 2012 have more visitors than 2013?

_____ _____________________________35. What months show 40,000 or more visitors during the 2013 period?

_____ _____________________________36. During what period and month were there fewer than 10,000 visitors?

_____ _____________________________37. What month shows the greatest difference between the two periods?

_____ _____________________________38. Which year was trending to have more visitors?

_____ _____________________________39. How many visitors were there in August of 2013?

_____ _____________________________40. In which month(s) was there a change of 5000 or less between  
2012 and 2013?

TRUE/FALSE
_____ _____________________________41. In the 2012 period, the first three months or first quarter of the year

had more visitors than any of the other three quarters.

_____ _____________________________42. In the 2013 period, there were more visitors in each month than
in the corresponding month in the 2012 period.

_____ _____________________________43. There were no months that showed visitors of 50,000 or more
in either period.

_____ _____________________________44. There were about the same number of visitors in both years in the  
month of March.

_____ _____________________________45. In general, the winter months have more visitors.

______ TOTAL POINTS THIS PAGE

Answers - (Write answers in Answers column.  Do Not mark in Pts. Column.)
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Grades 5/6 Invitational 2014-15

Pts

North America

_____ _____________________________46. What national capital lies closest to 100 degrees West?

_____ _____________________________47. What city is located on the southwest coast of Greenland?

_____ _____________________________48. What body of water separates Alaska from Russia?

_____ _____________________________49. About how many miles is it from Havana, Cuba to Miami, Florida?

_____ _____________________________50. Malpelo Island belongs to what country?

_____ _____________________________51. Bermuda lies in what ocean?

TRUE/FALSE
_____ _____________________________52. Lake Winnipeg is one of the Great Lakes that separates Canada and 

the United States.

_____ _____________________________53. Cuba is the largest island in the Caribbean.

_____ _____________________________54. The island of Hispaniola contains two countries.

_____ _____________________________55. The Gulf of California seperates California from Mexico.

 Locate the Answer
_____ _____________________________56. Domestic migration in the United States is shifting the population

 from _______ to _______.

_____ ____________________________57. How much of British Columbia is forested?

_____ _____________________________58. What is the name for the populations that are a result of intermarriage
between indigenous people in Central America and the Spanish?

_____ _____________________________59. What U.S. state is made up of two parts called 
the Upper and Lower Peninsulas?

_____ _____________________________60. Economic growth for some Central American countries formerly known
as "banana republics" is provided by what industry?

______ TOTAL POINTS THIS PAGE

Answers - (Write answers in Answers column.  Do Not mark in Pts. Column.)
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Grades 5/6 Invitational 2014-15

Pts

Royal Mountain State Park

_____ _____________________________61. What number could you call for information about the park?

_____ _____________________________62. What is the map scale?

_____ _____________________________63. What is the elevation of Black Bear Pass?

_____ _____________________________64. What area has fuel, camping and a ranger station but no lodging or food?

_____ _____________________________65. In what direction do you drive to get from Crossover Trail
 to the Visitor Center?

_____ _____________________________66. What type of camping can you do at Sienna View?

_____ _____________________________67. About how many miles is it to hike from Buena Vista Canyon
to Emerald Mountain?

_____ _____________________________68. Which of the following area has primitive camping?
a. Royal River Village
b. Majestic Basin
c. Diamond Back Point

_____ _____________________________69. Which of these symbols represents a hiking trail?
a. a dotted line
b. a double line
c. a dark triangle

_____ ______________________________70. Which of the following is south of Emerald Mountain?
a. Ruby Gardens
b. The Entrance
c. Rock Ridge
d. Buena Vista Canyon

TRUE/FALSE
_____ ______________________________71. There is a ranger station at Buena Vista Canyon.

_____ ______________________________72. Highway 1B will take you to the Royal River Village.

_____ ______________________________73. It is more than 40 miles by car from the entrance to Rock Ridge Station. 

_____ ______________________________74. Crossover Trail is south of the Park Headquarters.

_____ ______________________________75. The Royal River flows through the Ruby Gardens.

______ TOTAL POINTS THIS PAGE

Answers - (Write answers in Answers column.  Do Not mark in Pts. Column.)
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Grades 5/6 Spring 2014-2015

Pts

North America
_____ ______________________________1. What national capital is closest to the Tropic of Cancer?

_____ ______________________________2. What two bodies of water separate Canada from Greenland? 

_____ ______________________________3. What body of water connects the cities of Duluth in the United States
and Thunder Bay in Canada.

_____  ______________________________4. About how many miles are between the Alaskan cities of Nome
and Barrow?

_____  ______________________________5. What national capital is the furthest south?

_____  ______________________________6. What is the largest lake in Middle America?

TRUE/FALSE
_____  ______________________________7. The Turks and Caicos Islands are a territory of the Bahamas.

_____  ______________________________8. The city of Yellowknife is on the shore of  the Great Bear Lake. 

_____  ______________________________9. The capital city of Belize is Belmopan. 

_____  _____________________________10. Little Rock is a city of over 1,000,000 people.

Locate the Answer
_____  _____________________________11. What U.S. state has both a part of "Tornado Alley" and major 

hurricane landfall areas?

_____ _____________________________12. What North American city has the largest population?

_____ _____________________________13. What is the world's longest highway?

TRUE/FALSE
_____ _____________________________14. After Middle Americans, the second largest group of immigrants

to the United States is Europeans.

_____ _____________________________15. The official languages of Canada are English and Spanish.

______ TOTAL POINTS THIS PAGE

Answers - (Write answers in Answers column.  Do Not mark in Pts. Column.)
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Grades 5/6 Spring 2014-2015

Pts

Average Tardies by Day of the Week

_____ _____________________________16. What does the x axis represent?

_____ _____________________________17. What years are represented on the graph?

_____ _____________________________18. What year is represented by the blue line?

_____ _____________________________19. What day of the week has the most tardies?

_____ _____________________________20. What is the average number of tardies on Wednesdays in 2012?

_____ ______________________________21. What shape is used for data points on the 2013 line?

_____ ______________________________22. On what day of the week was there no change from 2011 to 2012?

_____ ______________________________23. What day of the week had the largest decrease in tardies from 
2011-2013?

_____ ______________________________24. In what year is it most likely that the school implemented an 
"attendance and no tardies" plan that decreased tardies?

_____ _____________________________25. In what year and day was the highest average tardies?

TRUE/FALSE
_____ _____________________________26. Friday was the only day that had a change of exactly 10 average tardies

from 2011 to 2012.

_____ _____________________________27. There were 60 average tardies three days a week in 2013.

_____ _____________________________28. The two worst days for tardies are Mondays and Wednesdays.

_____ _____________________________29. There is always a decrease in tardies from Wednesday to Thursday.

_____ _____________________________30. The lowest number of average tardies was 10.

______ TOTAL POINTS THIS PAGE

Answers - (Write answers in Answers column.  Do Not mark in Pts. Column.)
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Fruit Valley Elementary School 

_____ _____________________________31. The street of the school's address lies in which direction from
the Main Building?

_____ _____________________________32. What time do the breakfast lines open?

_____ _____________________________33. What street do car riders use?

_____ _____________________________34. How many playgrounds are on the school campus?

_____ _____________________________35. Which way must kindergarten traffic go?

_____ _____________________________36. What is due south of the Main Building?

_____ _____________________________37. How many drop off and pick up lots are shown?

_____ _____________________________38. What is the scale of the map?
a. 1 inch = 1 miles
b. 1 inches = .5 miles
c. the map is not to scale

_____ _____________________________39. Traffic on Perry Street travels only in what direction
between 2:00 and 3:00 p.m.?

_____ _____________________________40. What grades are in the gym on the north side of the campus?

TRUE/FALSE
_____ _____________________________41. Perry Street is always a one-way street.

_____ _____________________________42. All 1st through 5th traffic must turn left onto Champion Drive.

_____ _____________________________43. The cafeteria is in the main building.

_____ _____________________________44. The bus drop off is just south of the cafeteria.

_____ _____________________________45. There is a crosswalk at the corner of Champion Blvd. and Perry St.

______ TOTAL POINTS THIS PAGE

Answers - (Write answers in Answers column.  Do Not mark in Pts. Column.)
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Grades 5/6 Spring 2014-2015

Pts

Europe-Political Relief

_____ _____________________________46. The city of Palermo lies on the shore of what sea?

_____ _____________________________47. The population of Turku, Finland is 
a. over 1,000,0000
b. between 500,000 and 1,000,000
c. under 500,000

_____ _____________________________48. What is the capital city of Bulgaria?

_____ _____________________________49. The Dnieper River runs through the middle of what country?

_____ _____________________________50. About how many miles is it from the capital of
Switzerland to the capital of the Czech Republic?

_____ _____________________________51. What capital is closest to the Arctic Circle?

_____ _____________________________52. What nation is on the south shore of the Barents Sea?

_____ _____________________________53. The Pyrenees form a boundary between what two countries?

_____ _____________________________54. The Faroe Islands are part of what country?

_____ _____________________________55. Vilnius is the capital of what country?

TRUE/FALSE
_____ _____________________________56. The Transylvanian Alps run across Romania.

_____ ____________________________57. Bosnia is north of Croatia and shares a border with Serbia.

_____ _____________________________58. Lisbon is the country capital furthest West.

_____ _____________________________59. The Skagerrak strait separates Norway from Denmark. 

_____ _____________________________60. Norway is the country with territory the furthest north.

______ TOTAL POINTS THIS PAGE

Answers - (Write answers in Answers column.  Do Not mark in Pts. Column.)
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Arrival Mode by Grade Level

_____ _____________________________61. How many grades are represented on the graph?

_____ _____________________________62. What type of arrival is represented by a red bar?

_____ _____________________________63. Which grade has the highest number of walkers?

_____ _____________________________64. About how many 2nd grade walkers are shown on the graph?

_____ _____________________________65. Which arrival mode showed an increase between kinder and 1st 
grades?

_____ _____________________________66. In which grade level were bus riders and walkers almost even?

_____ _____________________________67. Which was the least popular arrival mode for 5th graders?

_____ _____________________________68. In which two grades are parent drop offs almost equal?

_____ _____________________________69. Which grade level(s) has less than 20 walkers?

_____ ______________________________70. Which of the following statements does the graph most likely 
support?
a. The trend is that as students get older, parents allow them to 
drive a car.
b. The trend is that as students get older, parents allow them to walk
to school.
c. The trend is the younger students are, the more likely it is for
 them to walk to school.

TRUE/FALSE
_____ ______________________________71. There are more 2nd grade bus riders than 3rd grade bus riders.

_____ ______________________________72. The number of parent drop offs is highest in 5th grade.

_____ ______________________________73. There are fewer than 100 kinder students total.

_____ ______________________________74. First grade has the most walkers.

_____ ______________________________75. The number of bus riders is about the same for 4th and 5th grades.

______ TOTAL POINTS THIS PAGE

Answers - (Write answers in Answers column.  Do Not mark in Pts. Column.)
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2014 – 2015 UIL MS/JH Mathematics Contest A 
 
(1) 12 ÷ 41  × 30 = 
 A) 0     B) 9     C) 4     D) 3    E) None of these 
 

(2) 1
4

 +  2
8

 +  3
12

 + 4
16

 = 

 A) 19
20

    B) 7
8

     C) 15
16

     D) 31
32

    E) 1 

 
(3) There are 6 red, 8 yellow, 2 blue and 4 green marbles in a black bag.  What are the odds of reaching into  
 the black bag and selecting a single yellow marble? 
 A) 3 to 4    B) 2 to 5    C) 3 to 5    D) 2 to 3   E) 4 to 3 
 

(4) What is the area of a rhombus with diagonals that measure 4 1
2

 cm and 8 cm? 

 A) 12 1
2

 cm2   B) 18 cm2    C) 16 cm2    D) 36 cm2   E) 6 1
4

 cm2 

 
(5) If one were to double the perimeter of a square, by what factor would the original square area change? 
 A) twice as much              D) four times as much 
 B) 50 percent more             E) eight times as much 
 C) 2000 percent more 
 
(6) If a car is moving with a speed of 60 miles per hour how far does the car move in one second? 
 A) 88 feet    B) 66 feet    C) 44 feet    D) 16 feet   E) 6 feet 
 
(7) 0.4666 . . .  = 

 A) 7
30

     B) 23
45

    C) 7
15

     D) 5
11

    E) 46
99

 

 
(8) If 2x – 3y = 4 and x + y = 7, then what is x – y = 
 A) 4     B) –3     C) 3     D) 1    E) 2 
 

(9) 7
11

 + 11
7

 =  

 A) 1 16
77

    B) 2 16
77

    C) 116
21

    D) 2 7
18

   E) 2 

 
(10) Sixty-two and one-half percent of twenty-four dollars is how much? 
 A) $150    B) $140.50   C) $14.88    D) $14.50   E) $15 
 
(11) 1 + 2 + 3 + . . . + 99 = 
 A) 1,000    B) 150    C) 2,500    D) 4,950   E) 5,000 
 
(12) MMXIV – MMXV = 
 A) 1,100    B) 4,029    C) –1     D) 110   E) 1 
 
(13) 4.25 hours = __________ minutes. 
 A) 1,440 minutes  B) 255 minutes  C) 265 minutes  D) 425 minutes E) 1,530 minutes
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(14) If my car can drive on average 24 miles per gallon of fuel, then how far can my car travel on 25 gallons  
 of fuel? 
 A) 600 miles   B) 625 miles   C) 750 miles   D) 800 miles  E) 900 miles 
 
(15) If one inch equals 2.54 centimeters, then how many centimeters are in one foot? 
 A) 30 cm    B) 30.48 cm   C) 63.5 cm   D) 25.4 cm  E) 4.72 cm 
 
(16) What whole number, multiplied by itself three times, equals 64? 

 A) 21 1
3

    B) 8     C) 12     D) 20    E) 4 

(17) What is the multiplicative inverse of 4 1
6

? 

 A) –4 1
6

    B) 0.24    C) 1     D) –1    E) 4 1
6

 

 
(18) The population of Clairette is one-third the population of Beaver Dome.  If Beaver Dome has 5000 more  
 people than Clairette, what is the population of Beaver Dome? 
 A) 1,500    B) 2,000    C) 2,500    D) 7,000   E) 7,500 
 
(19) At the church youth fundraiser, a cookie cost 10¢, a donut costs 25¢ and a sweet roll costs 30¢.  If one  
 wanted to get at least one of each of the items, how many different ways could one do this using exactly  
 $1? 
 A) 1     B) 2     C) 3     D) 5    E) 7 
 
(20) On a true-false test, Dan answered 15 of the first 20 problems correctly but only one third of the  
 remaining problems correctly.  If his final score was 50% correct, how many problems were there on the  
 test? 
 A) 21     B) 25     C) 33     D) 50    E) 100 
 
(21) There are 28 students taking Spanish, 51 taking either Spanish or history, and 9 taking both Spanish and  
 history.  How many students are taking history? 
 A) 16     B) 30     C) 32     D) 60    E) 62 
 
(22) The Gonzales’ drove the 495 miles to McAllen at a rate of 55 miles per hour (mph).  They returned at a  
 rate of 45 mph.  What was the average rate for the whole trip? 

 A) 46 1
3

 mph   B) 47 5
11

 mph   C) 49 1
2

 mph   D) 50    E) 52 1
3

 mph 

 
(23) How many straight lines can connect four points, not touching each other, on a circle? 
 A) 3     B) 4     C) 5     D) 6    E) 8 
 
(24) Looking at the figure to the right determine 
 the number of different paths, between adjacent 
 boxes, that spell the word “MATH”? 
 A) 2           D) 8 
 B) 4           E) 10 
 C) 6 

M 

A A 

T T T 

H H H H 
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(25) (15 + 17 × 16) ÷ 7 has what remainder? 
 A) 0     B) 2     C) 3     D) 5    E) 6 
 
(26) How many whole numbers will evenly (no remainder) divide into 56? 
 A) 6     B) 8     C) 10     D) 12    E) 28 
 
(27) What is the smallest prime number greater than 90? 
 A) 91     B) 93     C) 95     D) 97    E) 101 
 
(28) 86 base ten is equivalent to what number in base 5? 
 A) 231    B) 321    C) 122    D) 302   E) None of these 
 
(29) If 2583677Z is divisible by eleven (meaning no remainder) and Z > 0, what is Z? 
 A) 5     B) 6     C) 7     D) 8    E) 9 
 
(30) Genny needs 12 minutes to go around a square. If she walks at the same rate, how long would it take her  
 to go around a square with an area four times as large? 
 A) 18 minutes   B) 24 minutes   C) 32 minutes   D) 36 minutes  E) 48 minutes 
 
(31) Three siblings, Mike, Matt and Dan, were born 4 years after each other. The eldest is exactly five times  
 as old as the youngest. How old is the middle sibling? 
 A) 6 years    B) 7 years    C) 8 years    D) 10 years  E) 12 years 
 
(32) What is the remainder when 200757 is divided by nine? 
 A) 0     B) 2     C) 3     D) 7    E) 8 
 
(33) A full bottle of milk weighs 30 oz. but a half-full bottle of milk weighs 18 oz. What is the weight of an  
 empty bottle? 
 A) 4 oz.    B) 5 oz.    C) 6 oz.    D) 8 oz.   E) 10 oz. 
 
(34) How many unique diagonals does a stop sign have? 
 A) 8     B) 12     C) 16     D) 20    E) 64 
 
(35) How many squares with horizontal and vertical sides    . . . . 
 can be formed using points of the grid to the right as     . . . . 
 vertices? (Figure is not necessarily drawn to scale –     . . . . 
 consider it to be a square.)           . . . . 
 A) 10     B) 11     C) 12     D) 13    E) 14 
 
(36) What is the area of the triangle formed by the x-axis, the y-axis and the line 3x + 8y = 12? 
 A) 2 units2   B) 3 units2   C) 4 units2   D) 6 units2  E) 12 units2 
 
(37) A restaurant mixes two gallons of milk containing 1% fat and three gallons of milk containing 2% fat.  
 What is the percent of fat in the mixture, expressed to the nearest tenth? 
 A) 1.2 %    B) 1.4%    C) 1.6%    D) 1.7%   E) 1.8% 
 
(38) If 0.3 < x < 35%, which of the following could be the value of x? 

 A) 1
2

     B) 1
6

     C) 1
3

     D) 16
21

    E) 1
4
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(39) Liz has 90 roses and 135 carnations to put into vases. She wants to put the same number of roses and the  
 same number of carnations into each vase.  What is the greatest number of vases that she will need in  
 order to do this? 
 A) 85     B) 8     C) 9     D) 15    E) 45 
 
(40) Each cube in this stack to the right has a volume of 
 1 cubic unit, and each face of those cubes has an 
 area of 1 square unit. Which of the following 
 could be the surface area of this stack of cubes? 
 A) 18 units2         D) 29 units2 
 B) 20 units2         E) 36 units2 
 C) 24 units2 
 
(41) What is the area of the figure to the right? 
 A) 19 cm2 
 B) 20 cm2 
 C) 24 cm2 
 D) 27 cm2 
 E) 35 cm2 
 
(42) Mackenzie’s test scores for a grading period are 78, 80, 50, 83, 50 and 81.  Which measure would report 
  the highest results? 
 A) mean    B) mode    C) median    D) range   E) cubic 
 
(43) Andy is a member of a bowling league. 
 The table to the right shows his record 
 for the last 10 games (100 frames) he 
 bowled.  Based on his previous record, 
 what is the probability that Andy will 
 bowl a strike in the next frame? 
 

 A) 3
100

    B) 3
50

     C) 3
25

    D) 6
25

   E) 4
33

 

 
(44) Colten and Bernie are candidates for class president.  Nora, Vito, Wesley, and Mary are candidates for 
 vice president.  Larry, Jackie and Thomas are candidates for secretary.  How many different  
 combinations of president, vice president and secretary are possible? 
 A) 10     B) 12     C) 18     D) 24    E) 30 
 
(45) The ISBN (International Standard Book Number) for books has 10 digits. The last digit is a check digit  
 for errors. The check method is this: if n = abcdefghij then 10a + 9b + 8c + 7d + 6e + 5f + 4g + 3h + 2i +  
 1j is divisible by 11. What would the value of j be for 173254615j to be an ISBN number? 
 A) 0     B) 1     C) 2     D) 4    E) 5 
 
(46) On a 10-question math test, 25 points are given for each correct answer and 5 points deducted for each  
 wrong answer.  If Anna scores 70 points and answers each question then she has 
 A) 2 correct.   B) 3 correct.   C) 4 correct.   D) 5 correct.  E) 6 correct. 

 

 

Andy’s Bowling Results 
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(47) A trip from one town to another takes 6 hours at 45 miles per hour. The same trip at 65 miles per hour  
 will take how much time (to the nearest minute)? 
 A) 4 hours          D) 4 hours 20 minutes 
 B) 4 hours 9 minutes       E) 5 hours 
 C) 4 hours 10 minutes 
 
(48) A whole number is perfect if n is equal to the sum of its divisors (not including n itself). Which of the  
 following are perfect numbers? 
 A) 6 and 12   B) 6 and 28   C) 14 and 28   D) 10 and 12  E) 25 and 36 
 
(49) If the first day of July is on Friday then the 23rd day of July is on 
 A) Monday.   B) Tuesday.   C) Wednesday.  D) Thursday.   E) Saturday. 
 
(50) Darla and Bill play a game by choosing 2 different numbers from the set {1, 2, 3, 4}. If the sum is larger  
 than the product Darla wins. Otherwise Bill wins. The probability that Darla wins is 

 A) 1
6

     B) 5
6

     C) 2
3

     D) 1
3

    E) 1
2
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(1) 40 × 20 ÷ 1
4

 = 

 A) 80     B) 5     C) 0     D) 2 3
4

   E) 20 

 
(2) 2 + 4 + 6 + 8 + . . . + 22 = 
 A) 44     B) 56     C) 121    D) 132   E) 144 
 
(3) Twenty-four is what percent of sixty? 
 A) 20%    B) 25%    C) 31%    D) 33%   E) 40% 
 
(4) What is the product of the least common multiple and greatest common divisor of the numbers 320 and 
 25? 
 A) 5     B) 8,000    C) 4,000    D) 1,280   E) 120 
 
(5) Each principal of Lincoln Junior High serves exactly one 3-year term.  What is the maximum  
 number of principals this school could have during an eight-year period? 
 A) 2     B) 3     C) 4     D) 5    E) 8 
 
(6) How many whole numbers will evenly divide (no remainder) into 42? 
 A) 42     B) 21     C) 8     D) 7    E) 6 
 

(7) If a rod is equal to 16 1
2

 feet, how many yards are in two rods? 

 A) 11 yards   B) 3 yards    C) 6 1
3

 yards   D) 5 1
3

 yards  E) 33 yards 

 
(8) 0.4666 . . . . + 0.333 . . .  =  

 A) 1999
2500

    B) 4
5

     C) 2
3

     D) 5
11

    E) None of these 

 
(9) If 3x – 7 = 5, then 3x2 = 
 A) 4     B) 144    C) 16     D) 48    E) 12 
 
(10) How many prime numbers are there between 0 and 20? 
 A) 6     B) 7     C) 8     D) 9    E) 10 
 
(11) (25 + 40 × 17) ÷ 15 has what remainder? 
 A) 10     B) 8     C) 12     D) 6    E) 0 
 
(12) How many degrees are in an exterior angle of a regular hexagon? 
 A) 120°    B) 60°     C) 45°     D) 30°    E) 360° 
 
(13) If a car is moving with a speed of 30 miles per hour how far does the car move in one second? 
 A) 88 feet    B) 66 feet    C) 44 feet    D) 16 feet   E) 6 feet 
 
(14) 2.75 hours = __________ minutes. 
 A) 245 minutes  B) 275 minutes  C) 155 minutes  D) 265 minutes E) 165 minutes
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(15) Uncle Mike is 32 years old. Tobias is 5 years younger than Mark, and Mark is half as old as Uncle Mike. 
 How many years old is Tobias? 
 A) 11 years   B) 12 years   C) 16 years   D) 21 years  E) 22 years 
 
(16) Figure ABCD (to the right) is a square. Inside 
 this square three smaller squares are drawn 
 with side lengths as labeled.  What is the 
 area of the shaded L-shaped region? 
 
 A) 15 units2         D) 10 units2 
 B) 12.5 units2         E) 7 units2 
 C) 14 units2 
 
 
(17) Raul and Miguel were once the same weight.  Since then Miguel has grown 20% in weight while Raul  
 has grown half as many pounds as Miguel.  If Miguel weighs 60 pounds now, how heavy, in pounds  
 (lbs), is Raul now? 
 A) 48 lbs    B) 50 lbs    C) 52 lbs    D) 54 lbs   E) 55 lbs 
 
(18) The difference between any two-digit number and the number, reversing the two digits, (i.e. 29 & 92) is  
 always divisible (no remainder) by what whole number that is listed? 
 A) 2     B) 4     C) 6     D) 8    E) 9 
 
(19) This year 47 students turned out for the math team.  This is 11 more than two-thirds the number the  
 number that turned out last year.  How many students turned out last year for the math team? 
 A) 54     B) 58     C) 87     D) 36    E) 24 
 
(20) Phil can wash a car in 3 minutes less than Peg.  In 3 hours and 15 minutes, Phil washed 11 cars and Peg  
 washed 8 cars.  How long did it take Phil to wash a car? 
 A) 8 minutes   B) 9 minutes   C) 10 minutes   D) 11 minutes  E) 12 minutes 
 
(21) Looking at the figure to the right determine the  
 number of different paths, between adjacent 
 boxes, that spell the word “TEXAS”? 

 A) 16           D) 32 
 B) 12           E) 20 
 C) 8 
 
(22) Two dice are tossed, one is blue and the other is white.  What is the probability the number on the white  
 die is larger than the number on the blue die? 

 A) 2
3

     B) 1
2

     C) 5
12

     D) 5
9

    E) 11
36

 

 
(23) How many straight lines can connect six points, not touching each other, on a circle? 
 A) 8     B) 9     C) 10     D) 12    E) 15 
 
(24) How many unique diagonals does a regular convex hexagon have? 
 A) 5     B) 6     C) 9     D) 12    E) 18 
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(25) Cliff and Sue left their house at the same time to jog for exercise.  Cliff jogged at rate of 4 miles per  
 hour (mph), while Sue took a route that was 2 miles shorter and jogged at the rate of 6 mph.  Sue got to  
 their joint destination 45 minutes before Cliff.  How far did Cliff jog? 
 A) 5 miles    B) 4 miles    C) 3 miles    D) 2 miles   E) 1 mile 
 
(26) A rectangular animal enclosure is divided into three pens 
 as shown to the right.  Altogether 144 meters of fencing is 
 used.  If the enclosure is twice as long as it is wide, how 
 wide is the enclosure? 
 A) 16 meters         D) 32 meters 
 B) 18 meters         E) 36 meters 
 C) 24 meters 
 
(27) Water is flowing at the rate of 3 miles per hour (mph) on a stretch of the Nueces River.  Albert can  
 paddle his kayak 15 miles downstream in the same time he can paddle 6 miles upstream.  At what rate  
 can Albert travel in still water? 
 A) 5 mph    B) 6 mph    C) 7 mph    D) 8 mph   E) 9 mph 
 
(28) What is the amount of the shaded area 
 of the figure to the right.  The grid is 
 composed of identical unit squares. 
 A) 25 units2 
 B) 22 units2 
 C) 20 units2 
 D) 12 units2 
 E) 10 units2 
 
(29) What is the largest prime factor of 2015? 
 A) 5     B) 11     C) 13     D) 31    E) 37 
 
(30) The number 64 has the property that it is divisible by its unit’s digit. How many whole numbers between 
 10 and 30 have this property? 
 A) 3     B) 4     C) 5     D) 6    E) 7 
 
(31) To the right is a picture of Don’s new aquarium. 
 According to the instructions, Don is supposed 
 to fill the aquarium with water to  the water line, 
 leaving 3 inches of air between the water and the 
 top of the tank. What is the volume of that air 
 space, in cubic inches? 
 A) 576 cubic inches 
 B) 3,456 cubic inches 
 C) 12,640 cubic inches 
 D) 10,287 cubic inches 
 E) 38,016 cubic inches 
 
(32) What is the remainder when 201515 is divided by nine? 
 A) 0     B) 1     C) 3     D) 6    E) 8 

l 

w 
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(33) Antonio went to the grocery store to buy some chocolate candies for his mom.  The grocery store carried  
 two sizes of the candies. The 40-oz bag of candy was $6.00.  The 20-oz bag of candy was $4.00.  If  
 Antonio wants to get the most he can for his money, how much money will he save per ounce if he buys  
 the larger bag? 
 A) 3 cents    B) 4 cents    C) 5 cents    D) 15 cents  E) 20 cents 
 
(34) If two numbers add up to ninety and one number is two times the other, what is the larger of the two  
 numbers? 
 A) 30     B) 32     C) 60     D) 64    E) 88 
 
 
(35) The chart to the right shows the arrival times 
 of trains from 4 different cities.  If the pattern 
 of arrival times continues, at what time will 
 the train from Houston, Texas, arrive? 
 A) 12:00 PM         D) 1:46 PM 
 B) 12:46 PM         E) 2:00 PM 
 C) 1:00 PM 
 
(36) A package contains 7 bags of tortilla chips, 3 bags of cheese puffs, 4 bags of potato chips, and 6 bags of  
 corn chips.  If Steve reaches into the package and selects one bag without looking, what are the odds he  
 will choose potato chips? 

 A) 1
4

     B) 1
5

     C) 3
10

     D) 7
20

   E) 1
10

 

 
(37) Mike, John, Erin and Katie would like to climb through a dark and narrow tunnel. They only have one  
 lamp (necessary to be able to get through), and only two of the people can get in the tunnel together.  
 Mike could get through in 1 minute, John in 2 minutes, Erin in 5 and Katie in 6 minutes. At least how  
 many minutes must the battery hold in their lamp for all of them to get through? 
 A) 9 minutes   B) 10 minutes   C) 13 minutes   D) 15 minutes  E) 16 minutes 
 
(38) If we add two angles along every side of a pentagon (going around in order), we get 198°, 210°, 202°,  
 220°, and 250°. What is the smallest angle of the pentagon? 
 A) 74°     B) 80°     C) 88°     D) 95°    E) 110° 
 
(39) A rectangular picture has an area of 120 in2.  If the ratio of the length to the width is 6:5, what is the  
 perimeter of the picture? 
 A) 22 inches   B) 42 inches   C) 44 inches   D) 52 inches  E) 56 inches 
 
(40) At the local pizza store they offer four possible toppings.  How many different types of pizzas can be  
 ordered assuming you can have anywhere from zero to four toppings? 
 A) 5     B) 8     C) 10     D) 16    E) 32 
 
(41) Suppose March 16th is a Thursday. On what day of the week, in the same calendar year, is August 2nd? 
 A) Thursday         D) Friday  
 B) Wednesday        E) Sunday 
 C) Saturday 
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(42) In the figure to the right, the diameter of the outer circle 
 is three, the diameter of the inner circle is two.  What 
 is the area between the inner and outer circles? 

 A)  5
4

           D) π 

 B) 
2
π            E) 5π 

 C) 5
4
π  

 
(43) If a die is rolled twenty-four times, how many times is the number three expected to come up? 
 A) 3     B) 4     C) 5     D) 6    E) 12 
 
(44) How many integers between 91 and 243 are multiples of 8? 
 A) 17     B) 18     C) 19     D) 20    E) 21 
 
(45) The sequence of numbers below is called the Fibonacci sequence.  Each value in the sequence is the sum  
 of the two preceding terms. What is the value of y in terms of x? 

1, 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, 13,  x, y . . . 
 A) y = x + 13         D) y = x + 8 
 B) y = x – 13         E) y = 8 + 13 
 C) y = 2x + 8 
 
(46) After the price of a product has been reduced by 20%, by what percentage must this reduced price be  
 raised so that the product has its original price? 
 A) 18%    B) 20%    C) 25%    D) 30%   E) 80% 
 
(47) In a scale model, a river is 15 inches across, and the bridge over the river is 4 inches above the water. If  
 the actual river is 200 feet across, approximately (to the nearest foot) how high is the bridge above the  
 water? 
 A) 13 feet    B) 53 feet    C) 66 feet    D) 84 feet   E) 89 feet 
 
(48) A circle and two distinct lines are drawn on a sheet of paper. What is the largest possible number of  
 points of intersection of these figures? 
 A) 2     B) 3     C) 4     D) 5    E) 6 
 
(49) A sequence of squares is made of identical square tiles. 
 The edge of each square is one tile length longer than 
 the edge of the previous square. The first three squares 
 are shown to the right. How many more tiles does the 
 seventh square require than the sixth? 
 A) 11           D) 14 
 B) 12           E) 15 
 C) 13 
 
(50) A triangular number is a number obtained by adding all positive integers less than or equal to a given  
 positive integer.  Using this definition, what is the sum of the 8th and 9th triangular numbers? 
 A) 17     B) 36     C) 45     D) 81    E) 90  
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Read Directions Carefully       Do Not Unfold This Sheet 
Before Beginning Test           Until Told to Begin 
 
Directions: Do not turn this page until the person conducting this test gives the signal to begin.  This is a ten-minute test.  There are 80 
problems.  Solve accurately and quickly as many as you can in the order in which they appear.  ALL PROBLEMS ARE TO BE 
SOLVED MENTALLY.  Make no calculations with paper and pencil.  Write only the answer in the space provided at the end of each 
problem.  Problems marked with a (*) require approximate integral answers; any answer to a starred problem that is within five 
percent of the exact answer will be scored correct; all other problems require exact answers. 
 
The person conducting this contest should explain these directions to the contestants. 

Stop – Wait for Signal! 
 
 
    (1) 25 + 24 = ___________________________________  

    (2) 215 – 24 = __________________________________  

    (3) 2014 × 2 = __________________________________  

    (4) 215 ÷ 5 = ___________________________________  

    (5) 351874 rounded to the thousands is ______________  

    (6) 4 × 1000 + 8 × 10 + 9 × 1 = ____________________  

    (7) Which digit is in the 
1
'

10
s place for 291.78? _______  

    (8) 432 – 234 = _________________________________  

    (9) 11 + 13 + 15 + 17 = __________________________  

*(10) 2015 × 99 = _________________________________  

  (11) 25 × 44 = ___________________________________  

  (12) MMXV = ____________________ (Arabic Number) 

  (13) 1 + 3 + 5 + . . . + 17 = _________________________  

  (14) 21 × 11 = ___________________________________  

  (15) 2014 ÷ 5 has a remainder of ____________________  

  (16) How many odd whole numbers are between 

 5 and 21? ___________________________________  

  (17) 17 × 12 = ___________________________________  

  (18) CLV – XII = __________________(Arabic Number) 

  (19) 2 × 6 × 8 = __________________________________  

*(20) 20013 + 2014 + 215 = _________________________  

  (21) 4 × 32 = ____________________________________  

  (22) What is the twin prime for 11? __________________  

  (23) 15 × 8 = ____________________________________  

  (24) What is the largest prime number less than 40? _____  
 
  (25) 28% = ______________________(common fraction) 

  (26) 2 – 3 + 4 – 5 + 6 = ___________________________  
 

  (27) 
1

12
 + 
7

12
 = _________________ (common fraction) 

  (28) 5 yards = ______________________________inches 

  (29) If 5 lbs of fruit cost $3.75, one pound of fruit will 

 cost ___________________________________cents 

*(30) 799 × 126 = ________________________________  

  (31) What is the least common multiple of 16 and 24? 

  __________________________________________  

  (32) 8 is to n as 4 is to 9.  What is n? ________________  

  (33) Which is larger: 
3

10
 or 

1

3
? ____________________  

  (34) 37 × 33 = __________________________________  

  (35) 
11

8
 – 
7

8
 + 
1

8
 = ______________ (common fraction) 

  (36) 
3

10
 + 
15

100
 = ________________ (common fraction) 

  (37) What is the largest prime number that will evenly 

 divide into 58? ______________________________  

  (38) 72 × 32 = __________________________________  

  (39) 132 inches = _____________________________feet 

*(40) 7
1

8
 × 5597 = _______________________________  

  (41) What is the area of a triangle with base 16 cm and  

 altitude to that base of 8 cm? ________________cm2 

  (42) 4
1

4
 gallons = __________________________quarts

Final  ______ _______ 
2nd ______ _______ 
1st ______ _______ 
   Score    Initials 



  (43) If x = 11, then 3x – 5 = ________________________  

  (44) What is the radius of a circle with a diameter of 28? 

 ___________________________________________  

  (45) What is the perimeter of a square with a side of 2
1

4
? 

 ___________________________________________  

  (46) 
6

7
 + 
7

6
 = _____________________(Mixed number) 

  (47) 9
2

3
 ÷ 
1

3
 = __________________________________  

  (48) 53 = _______________________________________  

  (49) If A = {A, C, E} and B = {F, A, C, E} then the  

 number of elements in A ∪ B is _________________  

*(50) 53361  = _________________________________  

  (51) 111 × 342 = _________________________________  

  (52) 45 base 6 = ___________________________base 10 

  (53) What is the missing number, x, in the sequence: 

 1, 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, x, 21. . . ? _______________________  

  (54) What is the volume of a cube with edge 8? ________  

  (55) If twice a number minus 6 is the same as that number 

 plus 4, what is the number? _____________________  

  (56) 15 days = ______________________________hours 

  (57) 98 × 99 = ___________________________________  

  (58) 5
1

4
 × 5

3

4
 = ___________________(Mixed number) 

  (59) If the legs of a right triangle are 5 and 12, then the 

 hypotenuse is ________________________________  

*(60) 37
1

2
% × 80500 = ____________________________  

  (61) 13 base 4 + 22 base 4 = __________________ base 4 

  (62) 324 × 1001 = _______________________________  

  (63) The perimeter of an equilateral triangle with side 5
2

3
 

 is _________________________________________  

  (64) What is the complement of a 38° angle? _________ ° 

  (65) 472 = ______________________________________  

  (66) What is the multiplicative inverse of .4? __________  

  (67) If the area of a rectangle is 126 and its width is 9,  

 what is its length? ___________________________  

  (68) If it costs 25¢ per mile to move a trailer, how much  

 does it cost to move the trailer 164 miles? $ _______  

  (69) (–11) × (12) + 100 = _________________________  

*(70) 174 = ______________________________________  

  (71) 143 × 21 = _________________________________  

  (72) What is the probability of rolling a pair of dice and  

 getting a sum of 5? ___________________________  

  (73) If 2x – 7 > 11, then x > ________________________  

  (74) What is the area of a rhombus with diagonals 

 14 and 17? _________________________________  

  (75) 16 – (–4) × (–3) = ____________________________  

  (76) What is the positive value of a number two-thirds the  

 distance between the integers –1 and 11? _________  

  (77) 132 – 122 = _________________________________  

  (78) What is the radius of a circle with a circumference of 

 24π? ______________________________________  

  (79) 
1 2 3 ... 11

1 3 5 ... 11

+ + + +

+ + + +
 = __________________________  

*(80) 249 × 2015 = _______________________________ 



2014 −  2015 Elementary Number Sense Test A – Key 
 
 
    (1) 49 
 
    (2) 191 
 
    (3) 4028 
 
    (4) 43 
 
    (5) 352000 
 
    (6) 4089 
 
    (7) 7 
 
    (8) 198 
 
    (9) 56 
 
*(10) 189511 – 209459  
 
  (11) 1100 
 
  (12) 2015 
 
  (13) 81 
 
  (14) 231 
 
  (15) 4 
 
  (16) 7 
 
  (17) 204 
 
  (18) 143 
 
  (19) 96 
 
*(20) 21130 – 23354 
 
  (21) 36 
 
  (22) 13 
 
  (23) 120 
 
  (24) 37 
 

  (25) 
7

25

  (26) 4 
 

  (27) 
2

3
 

 
  (28) 180 
 
  (29) 75 
 
*(30) 95641 – 105707 
 
  (31) 48 
 
  (32) 18 
 

  (33) 
1

3
 

 
  (34) 1221 
 

  (35) 
5

8
 

 

  (36) 
9

20
 

 
  (37) 29 
 
  (38) 2304 
 
  (39) 11 
 
*(40) 37885 – 41872 
 
  (41) 64 
 
  (42) 17 
 

  (43) 28 
 
  (44) 14 
 
  (45) 9 
 

  (46) 2
1

42
 

 
  (47) 29 
 
  (48) 125 
 
  (49) 4 
 
*(50) 220 – 242  
 
  (51) 37962 
 
  (52) 29 
 
  (53) 13 
 
  (54) 512 
 
  (55) 10 
 
  (56) 360 
 
  (57) 9702 
 

  (58) 30
3

16
 

 
  (59) 13 
 
*(60) 28679 – 31696 

  (61) 101 
 
  (62) 324324 
 
  (63) 17 
 
  (64) 52 
 
  (65) 2209 
 

  (66) 2.5; 2
1

2
; 
5

2
 

 
  (67) 14 
 
  (68) 41.00 
 
  (69) –32 
 
*(70) 79345 – 87697 
 
  (71) 3003 
 

  (72) 
1

9
 

 
  (73) 9 
 
  (74) 119 
 
  (75) 4 
 
  (76) 7 
 
  (77) 25 
 
  (78) 12 
 

  (79) 
11

6
; 1
5

6
 

 
*(80) 476649 – 526821 

 
 

Note: *(Number) x – y means an integer between x and y inclusive. 
If an answer is of the type like 2/3 it cannot be written as .666… or . 



2014 −  2015 UIL Elementary Number Sense Test C – Key 
 
 
    (1) 2319 
 
    (2) 181 
 
    (3) 1224 
 
    (4) 1007 
 
    (5) 456800 
 
    (6) 2015 
 
    (7) 7 
 
    (8) 60 
 
    (9) 396 
 
*(10) 763786 – 844184  
 
  (11) 3600 
 
  (12) 214 
 
  (13) 66 
 
  (14) 572 
 
  (15) 7 
 
  (16) 7 
 
  (17) 264 
 
  (18) 1125 
 
  (19) 720 
 
*(20) 21448 – 23704 
 
  (21) 64 
 
  (22) 19 
 
  (23) 135 
 
  (24) 53 
 

  (25) 
16

25

  (26) 7 
 

  (27) 
9

10
 

 
  (28) 396 
 
  (29) 56 
 
*(30) 252254 – 278806 
 
  (31) 8 
 
  (32) 18 
 

  (33) 
10

11
 

 
  (34) 616 
 

  (35) 
5

8
 

 

  (36) 
69

100
 

 
  (37) 19 
 
  (38) 1209 
 
  (39) 60 
 
*(40) 189923 – 209914 
 
  (41) 400 
 
  (42) 88 
 

  (43) 12 
 
  (44) 360 
 
  (45) 26 
 

  (46) 2
4

63
 

 
  (47) 51 
 
  (48) 343 
 
  (49) 3 
 
*(50) 528 – 582  
 
  (51) 53 
 
  (52) 34632 
 
  (53) 34 
 
  (54) 343 
 
  (55) 2 
 
  (56) 288 
 
  (57) 9310 
 

  (58) 42
6

25
 

 
  (59) 10 
 
*(60) 4708 – 5202 

  (61) 120 
 
  (62) 833833 
 
  (63) 20 
 
  (64) 102 
 
  (65) 1764 
 

  (66) 
2

3
 

 
  (67) 22 
 
  (68) 59.00 
 
  (69) –5 
 
*(70) 99728 – 110224 
 
  (71) 4004 
 

  (72) 
1

18
 

 
  (73) 8 
 
  (74) 315 
 
  (75) 64 
 
  (76) 14 
 
  (77) 1210 
 
  (78) 7 
 

  (79) 
7

13
 

 
*(80) 284095 – 313999 
 
 

Note: *(Number) x – y means an integer between x and y inclusive. 
If an answer is of the type like 2/3 it cannot be written as .666… or . 



University Interscholastic League 
2014 −  2015 Elementary Number Sense Test C 

 
Contestant’s Number _______________ 
 
 
Read Directions Carefully       Do Not Unfold This Sheet 
Before Beginning Test           Until Told to Begin 
 
Directions: Do not turn this page until the person conducting this test gives the signal to begin.  This is a ten-minute test.  There are 80 
problems.  Solve accurately and quickly as many as you can in the order in which they appear.  ALL PROBLEMS ARE TO BE 
SOLVED MENTALLY.  Make no calculations with paper and pencil.  Write only the answer in the space provided at the end of each 
problem.  Problems marked with a (*) require approximate integral answers; any answer to a starred problem that is within five 
percent of the exact answer will be scored correct; all other problems require exact answers. 
 
The person conducting this contest should explain these directions to the contestants. 

Stop – Wait for Signal! 
 
 
    (1) 2105 + 214 = ________________________________  

    (2) 205 – 24 = __________________________________  

    (3) 204 × 6 = ___________________________________  

    (4) 2014 ÷ 2 = __________________________________  

    (5) 456789 rounded to the hundreds is _______________  

    (6) 2 × 1000 + 1 × 10 + 5 × 1 = ____________________  

    (7) Which digit is in the 100’s place for 6703.51? ______  

    (8) 9 + 13 + 17 + 21 = ___________________________  

    (9) 743 – 347 = _________________________________  

*(10) 2015 × 399 = ________________________________  

  (11) 75 × 48 = ___________________________________  

  (12) CCXIV = ____________________(Arabic Number) 

  (13) 1 + 2 + 3 + . . . + 11 = _________________________  

  (14) 52 × 11 = ___________________________________  

  (15) 2014 ÷ 9 has a remainder of ____________________  

  (16) How many even whole numbers are between 

 85 and 100? _________________________________  

  (17) 12 × 22 = ___________________________________  

  (18) MCL – XXV = ________________ (Arabic Number) 

  (19) 8 × 9 × 10 = _________________________________  

*(20) 2510 + 20041 + 25 = __________________________  

  (21) 4 × 42 = ____________________________________  

  (22) What is the twin prime for 17? __________________  

  (23) 9 × 15 = ____________________________________  

  (24) What is the smallest prime number greater than 50? 

 ___________________________________________  
 
  (25) 64% = ______________________(common fraction) 

  (26) 9 + 10 – 11 + 12 – 13 = _______________________  
 

  (27) 
11

20
 + 
7

20
 = _________________(common fraction) 

  (28) 11 yards = _____________________________inches 

  (29) If 6 lbs of fruit cost $3.36, one pound of fruit will 

 cost ___________________________________cents 

*(30) 167 × 1590 = _______________________________  

  (31) What is the greatest common factor of 24 and 32? 

  __________________________________________  

  (32) n is to 24 as 3 is to 4.  What is n? _______________  

  (33) Which is larger: 
9

10
 or 
10

11
? ___________________  

  (34) 28 × 22 = __________________________________  

  (35) 
19

24
 + 
7

24
 – 
11

24
 = ____________(common fraction) 

  (36) 
3

10
 + 
39

100
 = ________________ (common fraction) 

  (37) What is the largest prime number that will evenly 

 divide into 152? _____________________________  

  (38) 13 × 93 = __________________________________  

  (39) 3600 minutes = _________________________ hours 

*(40) 6
1

4
 × 31987 = ______________________________  

  (41) What is the area of a triangle with base 32 cm and  

 altitude to that base of 25 cm? _______________cm2 

  (42) 2
3

4
 quarts = __________________________ounces

Final  ______ _______ 
2nd ______ _______ 
1st ______ _______ 
   Score    Initials 



  (43) If x = 4, then 28 – 4x = ________________________  

  (44) What is the diameter of a circle with a radius of 180? 

 ___________________________________________  

  (45) What is the perimeter of a square with a side of 6
1

2
? 

 ___________________________________________  

  (46) 
9

7
 + 
7

9
 = _____________________(Mixed number) 

  (47) 12
3

4
 ÷ 
1

4
 = ________________________________  

  (48) 73 = _______________________________________  

  (49) If A = {A, U, S, T, I, N} and B = {T, E, X, A, S}  

 then the number of elements in A∩B is ___________  

*(50) 308025  = ________________________________  

  (51) 311 base 4 = __________________________base 10 

  (52) 111 × 312 = _________________________________  

  (53) What is the next number, x, in the sequence: 

 1, 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, 13, 21,  x,. . . ? ___________________  

  (54) What is the volume of a cube with edge 7? ________  

  (55) If twice a number plus 6 is the same as that number 

 plus 8, what is the number? _____________________  

  (56) 12 days = ______________________________hours 

  (57) 98 × 95 = ___________________________________  

  (58) 6
2

5
 × 6

3

5
 = ___________________(Mixed number) 

  (59) If the legs of a right triangle are 6 and 8, then the 

 hypotenuse is ________________________________  

*(60) 62
1

2
% × 7928 = _____________________________  

  (61) 21 base 3 + 22 base 3 = __________________ base 3 

  (62) 833 × 1001 = _______________________________  

  (63) The perimeter of an equilateral triangle with side 6
2

3
 

 is _________________________________________  

  (64) What is the supplement of a 78° angle? _________ ° 

  (65) 422 = ______________________________________  

  (66) What is the multiplicative inverse of 1.5? _________  

  (67) If the area of a rectangle is 264 and its width is 12,  

 what is its length? ___________________________  

  (68) If it costs 25¢ per mile to move a trailer, how much  

 does it cost to move the trailer 236 miles? $ _______  

  (69) 7 + (–84) ÷ (7) = ____________________________  

*(70) 184 = ______________________________________  

  (71) 143 × 28 = _________________________________  

  (72) What is the probability of rolling a pair of dice and  

 getting a sum of 3? ___________________________  

  (73) If 2x − 5 > 11, then x > _______________________  

  (74) What is the area of a trapezoid with bases 18 and 24 

 and altitude 15? _____________________________  

  (75) 16 + (–16) × (–3) = __________________________  

  (76) What is the positive value of a number three-fourths  

 the distance between the integers –1 and 19? ______  

  (77) 112 + 332 = _________________________________  

  (78) What is the radius of a circle with a circumference of 

 14π? ______________________________________  

  (79) 
2 4 6 ... 12

1 2 3 ... 12

+ + + +

+ + + +
 = _________________________  

*(80) 833 × 359 = ________________________________ 



	
  
	
  

	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  

2014-15 A+ Ready Writing 
	
  

........ INVITATIONAL	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
INSTRUCTIONS	
  
Choose	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  following	
  topics.	
  Write	
  the	
  topic	
  you	
  have	
  chosen	
  at	
  the	
  top	
  of	
  
your	
  paper.	
  Remember	
  you	
  should	
  not	
  use	
  your	
  real	
  name	
  or	
  that	
  of	
  your	
  school.	
  
	
  
	
  
THIRD	
  AND	
  FOURTH	
  GRADES	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
Topic:	
  	
  Giving	
  100%	
  Effort	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
Topic:	
  Being	
  Invisible	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
Some	
  people	
  might	
  say	
  that	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  accomplish	
  a	
  
difficult	
  goal	
  in	
  life,	
  a	
  person	
  has	
  to	
  give	
  100%	
  effort.	
  
Write	
  an	
  essay	
  where	
  you	
  explain	
  what	
   it	
  means	
  to	
  
give	
  100%.	
  Also,	
  explain	
  an	
  example	
  where	
  you	
  gave	
  
something	
  100%	
  effort.	
  Did	
  you	
  achieve	
  your	
  goal?	
  
Why	
  or	
  why	
  not?	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
Imagine	
   you	
   have	
   the	
   super	
   power	
   to	
   become	
  
invisible	
   whenever	
   you	
   desire.	
   Write	
   a	
   story	
  
explaining	
  what	
  you	
  would	
  do	
  during	
  that	
  day	
  with	
  
this	
  super	
  power.	
  You	
  may	
  be	
  as	
  creative	
  as	
  you	
  like.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
	
  



	
  
	
  

	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  

2014-15 A+ Ready Writing 
	
  

ȢȢȢȢȢȢȢȢȢINVITATIONAL	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
INSTRUCTIONS	
  
Choose	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  following	
  topics.	
  Write	
  the	
  topic	
  you	
  have	
  chosen	
  at	
  the	
  top	
  of	
  
your	
  paper.	
  Remember	
  you	
  should	
  not	
  use	
  your	
  real	
  name	
  or	
  that	
  of	
  your	
  school.	
  
	
  
	
  
FIFTH	
  AND	
  SIXTH	
  GRADES	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
Topic:	
  Rewarded	
  for	
  Grades?	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
Topic:	
  Goals	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
Some	
  parents	
  reward	
  their	
  children	
  with	
  money	
  for	
  
good	
  grades	
  earned	
  at	
  school.	
  The	
  money	
  is	
  used	
  as	
  
a	
  motivator	
   to	
   do	
  well.	
   However,	
   some	
   parents	
   do	
  
not	
   believe	
   their	
   children	
   should	
   require	
  money	
   to	
  
be	
   motivated	
   to	
   do	
   their	
   best.	
   Should	
   students	
   be	
  
rewarded	
   for	
   doing	
  well	
   in	
   school?	
  Write	
   an	
   essay	
  
using	
  specific	
  examples	
  to	
  prove	
  your	
  opinion.	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
Goals	
   are	
   important	
   because	
   they	
   keep	
   a	
   person	
  
focused	
   on	
   achievement.	
   Write	
   a	
   letter	
   to	
   yourself	
  
describing	
  three	
  goals	
  you	
  have	
  for	
  yourself.	
  	
  Include	
  
as	
  much	
  detail	
   as	
   you	
   can	
   about	
   the	
   importance	
   of	
  
each	
  goal	
  and	
  explain	
  how	
  you	
  are	
  going	
  to	
  achieve	
  
your	
  goals.	
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SPRING	
  DISTRICT	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
INSTRUCTIONS	
  
Choose	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  following	
  topics.	
  Write	
  the	
  topic	
  you	
  have	
  chosen	
  at	
  the	
  top	
  of	
  
your	
  paper.	
  Remember	
  you	
  should	
  not	
  use	
  your	
  real	
  name	
  or	
  that	
  of	
  your	
  school.	
  
	
  
	
  
THIRD	
  AND	
  FOURTH	
  GRADES	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
Topic:	
  	
  Favorite	
  Season	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
Topic:	
  Snack	
  Machine	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
What	
  is	
  your	
  favorite	
  season	
  of	
  the	
  year?	
  Describe	
  a	
  
few	
   of	
   your	
   favorite	
   things	
   about	
   the	
   season.	
   You	
  
might	
   think	
   about	
   the	
   weather,	
   the	
   activities,	
   the	
  
holidays,	
   the	
   colors,	
   and	
   the	
   smells.	
   In	
   your	
   essay,	
  
explain	
  why	
  this	
  is	
  your	
  favorite	
  season	
  using	
  all	
  five	
  
of	
  your	
  senses	
  in	
  your	
  descriptions.	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
Pretend	
  that	
  your	
  school	
  has	
  a	
  newly	
  installed	
  snack	
  
in	
   the	
   main	
   hallway.	
   The	
   snack	
   machine	
   offers	
  
candy,	
  chips,	
  and	
  baked	
  goods.	
  Students	
  are	
  allowed	
  
to	
  use	
   the	
  machine	
  at	
   lunch	
  and	
  after	
   school.	
   Some	
  
people	
   believe	
   the	
   machine	
   should	
   be	
   removed	
  
because	
   it	
   is	
   unhealthy.	
   Write	
   a	
   persuasive	
   essay	
  
explaining	
   your	
   opinion	
   about	
   the	
   snack	
   machine	
  
making	
  sure	
  to	
  give	
  reasons	
  for	
  your	
  ideas.	
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SPRING	
  DISTRICT	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
INSTRUCTIONS	
  
Choose	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  following	
  topics.	
  Write	
  the	
  topic	
  you	
  have	
  chosen	
  at	
  the	
  top	
  of	
  
your	
  paper.	
  Remember	
  you	
  should	
  not	
  use	
  your	
  real	
  name	
  or	
  that	
  of	
  your	
  school.	
  
	
  
	
  
FIFTH	
  AND	
  SIXTH	
  GRADES	
  
	
  
	
  
Topic:	
  Overcoming	
  a	
  	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Wall	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
Topic:	
  Facing	
  a	
  Fear	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
Michael	
   Jordan	
   once	
   said,	
   “If	
   you	
   run	
   into	
   a	
   wall,	
  
don’t	
   turn	
   around	
   and	
   give	
   up.	
   Figure	
   out	
   how	
   to	
  
climb	
   it,	
   go	
   through	
   it,	
   or	
  work	
   around	
   it.”	
   In	
   your	
  
own	
   opinion,	
   explain	
   what	
   you	
   think	
   this	
   quote	
  
means.	
   Apply	
   this	
   quote	
   to	
   your	
   life	
   giving	
   an	
  
example	
  when	
  you	
  overcame	
  some	
  kind	
  of	
  difficulty.	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
Create	
  a	
  story	
  whose	
  main	
  character	
  has	
  an	
  unusual	
  
phobia	
  (fear).	
   	
  Decide	
  what	
  this	
  phobia	
  will	
  be,	
  and	
  
make	
   sure	
   you	
   include	
   details	
   about	
   the	
   phobia	
   in	
  
your	
  story.	
  Create	
  a	
  scene	
  that	
  causes	
  the	
  character	
  
to	
  face	
  his	
  or	
  her	
  fear.	
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UNIVERSITY INTERSCHOLASTIC LEAGUE 
2014-15 A+ SOCIAL STUDIES  

INVITATIONAL TEST — GRADES 5 & 6 
 

                     
 

1. Why did Spain send Columbus on a westward expedition in 1492? 
A. to search for missing treasure 
B. in search of shelter for the naval fleet due to bad weather 
C. to find a shorter route to the Indies 
D. to seek a new alliance for mutual aid 

 
2. How did the search for the Northwest Passage lead to the establishment of New 

France and New Netherland? 
A. found natural resources and places to build colonies 
B. were unable to travel any faster 
C. promise of transportation being built to the area  
D. friendly Indians served as a labor source 

 
3. Where did the English establish their first colony? 

A. Georgia C. Rhode Island 
B. Virginia D. Roanoke Island 

 
4. What did the Puritans call their new colony? 

A. Plymouth C. Quebec 
B. Massachusetts Bay D. Jamestown 

 
5. __________ was the leader of the Pilgrims who came to North America and 

helped found the Plymouth colony in 1620. 
A. Hernando Cortes C. Amerigo Vespucci  
B. Jacques Marquette    D. William Bradford  
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6. Who is the individual from the colonial period described above? 

A. Pocahontas     C. Henry Hudson  
B. Anne Hutchinson    D. Bartolome de Las Casas 

 
 

 
 ?             1620          1630 
Jamestown         Plymouth                        Massachusetts Bay 

 
7. When was the first permanent English colony started in North America? 

A. 1582 C. 1607 
B. 1577 D. 1620 

 
8. Who made barrels from wood and iron? 

A. cooper C. surveyor 
B. miller D. merchant 

 

                                    
 

9. Which colonies were known as “the breadbasket of the colonies”? 
A. Backcountry C. Southern Colonies 
B. New England Colonies D. Middle Colonies 

 
10.  Whose economy was based on products from the sea and the forests? 

A. Southern Colonies C. New England Colonies 
B. Middle Colonies D. Backcountry 

• Organized weekly religious meetings 
• Banished from Massachusetts Bay Colony by religious 

leaders for holding opposing beliefs 
• Co-founder of Portsmouth, Rhode Island 
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11. Which definition best describes the free enterprise system? 
A. A political and economic system in which the government owns all 

businesses and land.  
B. An economic system in which people are free to start their own 

businesses and own their own property. 
C. An economic system in which nations increase their wealth and power by 

obtaining gold and silver and by establishing a favorable balance of trade. 
D. A political philosophy that advocates a strong, centralized and nationalistic 

government headed by a powerful dictator.  
 

12. What event occurred that allowed the free enterprise system to begin to develop 
in the United States? 

A. end of Britain’s mercantilist control  
B. Civil War erupted in France 
C. Industrial Revolution started 
D. development of the assembly line  

 
13. Before landing their ship, Pilgrim leaders decided to write a plan of government 

for their colony called the __________. 
A. Mayflower Compact 
B. Fundamental Orders of Connecticut 
C. Missouri Compromise 
D. Bill of Rights 

 
14. What helped to establish the tradition of self-government in the English colonies? 

A. Anaconda Plan C. Compromise of 1850 
B. House of Burgesses D. Great Awakening 

 
15.  ___________ is the current Secretary of State of the United States. 

A. Thomas Vilsack C. Jason Furman 
B. Jeh Johnson D. John Kerry 

 
 
 “When you have discovered as far up the river as you mean to plant yourselves, and landed 
your victuals and munitions; to the end that every man may know his charge, you shall do well 
to divide your six score men into three parts;”  

-Instructions for the Virginia Colony 
 

16. How many men are in a score? 
A. 20 C. 50 
B. 25 D. 100  

 
17. Why did the Instructions for the Virginia Colony tell the colonists to find a place a 

hundred miles from the river’s mouth to establish a settlement? 
A. better land C. protection from enemies 
B. fewer mosquitoes D. greater food sources  

 



5/6 Social Studies Invitational 2014-15  Page 4 
  

18. In the Instructions for the Virginia Colony, what building was to be built first? 
A. private homes  C. church 
B. storehouse  D. school 

 
 
 
 

19.  Who is the national leader pictured above?  
A. Attorney General Eric Holder  
B. Secretary of Labor Thomas Perez 
C. Vice President Joe Biden 
D. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan  

 
20. Who was the European Leader that sent the first settlers to New Plymouth? 

A. Queen Isabelle C. Queen Elizabeth 
B. King William D. King James  

 
21. Where was the Mayflower Compact signed? 

A. Portsmouth     C. Florida 
B. Cape Cod     D. Boston     

 
22. Puritans are ______________. 

A. people who travel to a new place for financial reasons    
B. early settlers of the southern colonies 
C. a group that wanted to reform the Church of England 
D. settlers that claimed land in the Great Plains   

   
23. According to the Massachusetts Bay Charter, how often were the colonists 

supposed to get together to do business? 
A. once a month    C. every morning 
B. twice a week     D. at least once a year 

 
24. Who was to be the first governor of the Massachusetts Bay Colony? 

A. Richard Pery  C. Nathaniell Wright 
B. William Pinchion  D. Mathewe Cradocke 
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25. Although the Alps prevent easy travel, what nation has tourism as a major 
economic activity? 

A. Chile  C. Switzerland 
B. Greece  D. Nigeria 

 
26. Why are the cities of China able to grow so rapidly? 

A. people leave farms in hope of better paying jobs   
B. famine 
C. religious persecution 
D. civil war  

 
27. Who is a person that organizes and manages a business undertaking, assuming 

the risk for the sake of profit? 
A. manager  C. clerk 
B. entrepreneur  D. foreman 

 
28. What term describes the money that banks and the wealthy loan businesses in 

order to help them expand? 
A. mutual funds  C. stocks 
B. bonds  D. capital 

 
29. What is the greatest benefit of the free enterprise system for the producer? 

A. government interference in production 
B. able to decide what to manufacture and sell 
C. unable to trade with other nations 
D. no labor source 

 
30. What is the government’s role in the free enterprise system? 

A. to protect and regulate   
B. to determine prices 
C. to search the markets for products 
D. owning major businesses    

 
31. What is the definition of a limited government? 

A. A government in which leaders rule without any restrictions.   
B. A political and social system in which a lord gave land to a noble to work, 

govern and defend, in return for the noble’s loyalty. 
C. A type of government where, through law, some control is placed on 

leadership’s powers. 
D. A system of building foreign empires for military and trade advantages. 

  
32. An example of an unlimited government is __________. 

A. Canada  C. Mexico 
B. Germany  D. Cuba 
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33. What is the definition of a constitutional monarchy? 
A. A government in which two or more political parties work together to run a 

country.   
B. a government under the control of one all-powerful leader 
C. the head of the Roman Catholic Church 
D. A government in which a king or queen is the official head of state, but 

elected officials run the government.  
 

34. Which responsibility is NOT considered a personal responsibility? 
A. behaving in a respectful way   
B. helping your family 
C. serving on a jury 
D. knowing right from wrong   

 
35. Why did European nations want to expand into Texas? 

A. to aid in military missions   
B. land and treasure 
C. to avoid high cost of living 
D. to get away from bad weather   

 
36. What country provided competition for Spain in the settlement of Texas? 

A. France  C. Australia 
B. Belgium  D. England 

 
37. Why is Cabeza de Vaca important in the history of Texas? 

A. He was a Spanish explorer who traveled through present-day Texas, New 
Mexico and Mexico, and brought back tales to the Spanish authorities.  

B. He was a Spanish conquistador who defeated the Aztecs and their leader, 
Moctezuma. 

C. He was a Kiowa leader who tried to prevent the United States government 
from forcing Native Americans to live on reservations. 

D. He was a vaquero who broke horses and mules.   
 

38. Which animal did the Spaniards introduce to the New World? 
A. sheep  C. goat  
B. horse  D. chicken 

 
39. What type of food is a blend of Native American and Spanish ways of cooking? 

A. Cajun  C. Stone boiled 
B. Basque  D. Tex-Mex 

 
40. June 19 is celebrated as _____________. 

A. Presidents’ Day  C. Emancipation Day in Texas 
B. Good Friday  D. San Jacinto Day 
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1. Why did the Pilgrims undertake a voyage to the Americas from England? 
A. to search for lost treasure 
B. in search of religious freedom 
C. to find a shorter route to the Indies 
D. to seek a new alliance for mutual aid 

 
2. How did the search for the Northwest Passage lead to the establishment of New 

France and New Netherland? 
A. they were unable to travel any faster 
B. the promise of transportation being built to the area 
C. they found natural resources and places to build colonies 
D. friendly Indians served as a labor source 

 
3. Where did the Spanish establish the capital of New Spain? 

A. Havana C. Montreal 
B. Santa Fe D. Mexico City 

 

 
 

4. What effect did the Columbian Exchange have on the people of Europe, Asia, 
Africa and the Americas? 

A. moved people and ideas between the hemispheres  
B. limited the production of weapons 
C. made governing the people easier 
D. awakened or strengthened people’s religious feelings  
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5. Who is the individual from the colonial period described above? 
A. William Penn     C. John Smith  
B. Roger Williams    D. Samuel de Champlain 

 
6. ______________ was a Congregationalist reverend and political leader in 

Massachusetts during the American Colonial Period.  
A. John Wise     C. James Oglethorpe 
B. Daniel Webster    D. Brigham Young 

 
 

 
 ?             1620          1630 
Jamestown         Plymouth                        Massachusetts Bay 

 
7. When was the first permanent English colony started in North America? 

A. 1582 C. 1610 
B. 1607 D. 1620 

 
8. What colonial American profession made barrels from wood and iron? 

A. miller C. merchant 
B. surveyor D. cooper 

 

                                    
9. Which colonies developed an economy based mainly on agricultural products 

such as rice and tobacco? 
A. Southern Colonies C. Middle Colonies 
B. New England Colonies D. Backcountry 

• Helped establish the English colony of Jamestown, Virginia 
• Led the colonists through a difficult time of little food and few 

supplies 
• Wrote several books to attract colonists to North America 

 



5/6 Social Studies Spring District 2014-15  Page 3 
  

10.  Whose economy was based on products from the sea and the forests? 
A. Middle Colonies C. Southern Colonies 
B. New England Colonies D. Backcountry 

 
11. Which definition best describes the free enterprise system? 

A. A political and economic system in which the government owns all 
businesses and land. 

B. An economic system in which nations increase their wealth and power by 
obtaining gold and silver and by establishing a favorable balance of trade.  

C. A political philosophy that advocates a strong, centralized and nationalistic 
government headed by a powerful dictator. 

D. An economic system in which people are free to start their own 
businesses and own their own property.  
 

12. What event occurred that allowed the free enterprise system to begin to develop 
in the United States?  

A. Civil War erupted in France 
B. Industrial Revolution started 
C. end of Britain’s mercantilist control 
D. development of the assembly line  

 
13. Before landing their ship, Pilgrim leaders decided to write a plan of government 

for their colony called the __________. 
A. Mayflower Compact 
B. Fundamental Orders of Connecticut 
C. Missouri Compromise 
D. Bill of Rights 

 
14. What helped establish the tradition of self-government in the English colonies? 

A. Anaconda Plan C. Great Awakening 
B. Compromise of 1850 D. House of Burgesses 

 

 
15.  Who is the national leader pictured above? 

A. Eric Holder C. John Roberts, Jr.  
B. Thomas Perez D. Brian Deese 
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“When you have discovered as far up the river as you mean to plant yourselves, and landed your 
victuals and munitions: to the end that every man may know his charge, you shall do well to divide 
your six score men into three parts;” 

- Instructions for the Virginia Colony 
 

16. _____________ is the current Secretary of Education for the United States. 
A. Penny Pritzker C. Samantha Power 
B. Arne Duncan D. Michael Froman  

 
17. Why did the Instructions for the Virginia Colony tell the colonists to find a place a 

hundred miles from the river’s mouth to establish a settlement? 
A. better land C. fewer mosquitoes 
B. protection from enemies D. greater food sources  

 
 
 
 
 
 

18. How many men are in a score? 
A. 2  C. 10 
B. 5  D. 20 

 
19.  In the Instructions for the Virginia Colony, what building was to be built first?  

A. private homes C. storehouse 
B. church D. school   

 
20. Who was the European leader that sent the first settlers to New Plymouth? 

A. King James C. King William 
B. Queen Isabelle D. Queen Elizabeth  

 
21. Where was the Mayflower Compact signed? 

A. Cape Cod     C. Florida 
B. Portsmouth     D. Boston     

 
22. Puritans are ______________. 

A. people who travel to a new place for financial reasons 
B. a group that wanted to reform the Church of England    
C. settlers that claimed land in the Great Plains 
D. early settlers of the Southern Colonies 

      
23. According to the Massachusetts Bay Charter, how often were the colonists 

supposed to get together to do business? 
A. every morning    C. once a month 
B. twice a week     D. at least once a year 

 
24. Who was to be the first governor of the Massachusetts Bay Colony? 

A. Richard Pery  C. Nathaniell Wright 
B. William Pinchion  D. Mathewe Cradocke 
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25. Although the Alps prevent easy travel, what nation has tourism as a major 
economic activity? 

A. Chile  C. Nigeria 
B. Greece  D. Switzerland 

 
26. Which of the following describes a person that organizes and manages a 

business undertaking, assuming the risk for the sake of profit? 
A. manager  C. entrepreneur 
B. clerk  D. foreman  

 
27. What River Basin provided the agricultural, mining and forestry products of 

Brazil? 
A. Amazon  C. Ganges 
B. Nile  D. Mississippi 

 
28. Which nation is a leading example of the free enterprise system? 

A. North Korea  C. Cuba 
B. United States  D. Congo 

 
29. ___________ is the government’s role in the free enterprise system. 

A. Determining prices 
B. Searching for markets for products 
C. Protecting and regulating 
D. Owning major businesses 

 
30. What is the greatest benefit of the free enterprise system for the producer? 

A. able to decide what to manufacture and sell   
B. government interference in production 
C. unable to trade with other nations 
D. unreliable labor source    

 
31. _____________ is an example of an unlimited government. 

A. Canada  C. Mexico 
B. Cuba  D. Germany 

  
32. What is the definition of a limited government? 

A. A government in which leaders rule without any restrictions.   
B. A political and social system in which a lord gave land to a noble to work, 

govern and defend, in return for the noble’s loyalty. 
C. A system of building foreign empires for military and trade advantages. 
D. A type of government where, through law, some control is placed on 

leadership’s powers.  
 

33. What type of food is a blend of Native American and Spanish ways of cooking? 
A. Cajun  C. Stone boiled 
B. Basque  D. Tex-Mex 
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34. Which responsibility is NOT considered a personal responsibility? 
A. behaving in a respectful way   
B. serving on a jury 
C. helping your family 
D. knowing right from wrong 

  
35. One of the most important responsibilities of a United States citizen is ________. 

A. the right to a speedy public trial by an impartial jury   
B. freedom of speech 
C. voting 
D. protection from unreasonable search and seizure   

 
36. Why did European nations want to expand into Texas? 

A. to aid in military missions   
B. to avoid high cost of living 
C. to get away from bad weather  
D. land and treasure    

 
37. What area of the New World did La Salle claim for the French? 

A. Louisiana   C. Virginia 
B. California  D. Florida 

 
38. Why is Francisco Coronado important in the history of Texas? 

A. He was a Spanish explorer who led an expedition to search for the Seven 
Cities of Cibola.  

B. He was the first European to see the Mississippi River. 
C. He was the co-founder of a large ranch in South Texas. 
D. He started a colony of Mexican families in Texas in the 1820s.   

 
39. Which animal did the Spaniards introduce to the New World? 

A. sheep  C. goat  
B. horse  D. chicken 

 
40. June 19 is celebrated as _____________. 

A. Presidents’ Day  C. Emancipation Day in Texas 
B. Good Friday  D. San Jacinto Day 
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“Franklin	
  Bleep’s	
  Stinky	
  Feet”	
  
Grades	
  2	
  and	
  3	
  

 
 
 

 Franklin Bleep stuck his feet into his favorite, stinky shoes.  Mr. Ben 

waddled across the room. He sniffed at Franklin’s shoes. Then he crawled under 

the bed. 

 Franklin Bleep sniffed his stinky feet and smiled. 

 They smelled of bulldog breath, circus cotton candy, and fish bait. 

 They smelled of special days and fun times. 

 Franklin tied the frayed shoelaces into double knots. He raced out the 

door. 

 “I wonder what adventures we will have today?” he said at the bus stop. 

 “Peeew!” Sarah Ann Holmes said when Franklin sat behind her on the 

bus.  “Franklin Bleep, I can smell your stinky feet all the way from the backseat.  

Throw those shoes away!” 

 Franklin rubbed a bit of mud from his right shoe.  “These are my adventure 

shoes. I will never get rid of them.” 

 During math, when Mrs. Winkler stood on her desk because of a giant 

cockroach, Franklin Bleep marched right over and stomped his stinky feet.  His 

adventure shoes mushed that roach flat. 
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 After school, Franklin Bleep ran home to get his baseball glove. 

 “Franklin Bleep, I can smell your stinky feet coming down First Street,” his 

mother said.  “Throw those shoes away!” 

 Franklin wiggled his big toe against the hole on his left shoe.  “These are 

my adventure shoes. I will never get rid of them.” 

 Franklin saw that his Mom forgot to turn off the water in the kitchen sink. 

He squished his stinky shoes through the soapy suds and turned off the water. 

 Later, Franklin ran to the softball field.  He stood in right field and ate a 

grape Popsicle. It dripped purple drops onto his shoes. 

 “I can smell your stinky feet sweating in this heat,” Coach Ricky said.  

“Throw those shoes away!” 

 Franklin pointed to the grass stains on the side of his right shoe.  “These 

are my adventure shoes. I will never get rid of them.” 

 The ball sailed high over the back fence. It landed in a pile of slippery, 

slimy trash. Franklin Bleep used his stinky feet to kick the ball free. He saved the 

game! 

 One morning, Franklin Bleep stuck his feet into his favorite shoes.  He did 

not smile. 

 His adventure shoes would not fit. 

 Franklin Bleep pushed.  And pushed.  And PUSHED!  Mr. Ben barked and 

hid under the bed. 
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 “I’ll never get rid of my adventure shoes,” Franklin said.  He pushed once 

more.  His big toe poked through the hole of his left shoe.  His feet grew, but his 

shoes stayed the same.   

 Franklin Bleep pulled the stinky shoes from his feet.  He looked at the 

stains from many adventures.  He took a deep breath. He smelled the smells one 

last time.   

 “No more adventures,” he said.  Bugs would fill the school.  Water would 

flood his house.  And softballs would never be found.   

He could not wear his favorite shoes. 

 Franklin put them on his bookcase. He put them between his trophy for 

running the fastest and his ribbon for jumping the highest. 

 That day after school, Franklin Bleep went to Feet and More Shoe Store 

with his mother. He found a new pair of tennis shoes.  He put them on his feet. 

 “What a treat, Franklin Bleep,” said his mother. “Your feet smell so sweet.” 

 Franklin sniffed his new shoes and frowned.  No stains.  No toe holes.  

And no smells of many adventures. 

 Outside the store, it began to rain. 

 Mrs. Rodriguez walked out of the grocery store next door. She held a bag 

of groceries in one hand. In the other, she held tight to a spotted umbrella.   

 Whoosh!  The wind swept Mrs. Rodriguez’s umbrella out of her hand.  It 

spun in the air. Then it rolled across the ground.   

 Franklin Bleep moved his feet.  

Drip.  Drop.  Splash.   
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Franklin ran through the puddles to catch the umbrella.  He gave it back to 

Mrs. Rodriguez. She smiled at him.  “Thank you Franklin Bleep and your hero 

feet.” 

On the way home, Franklin and his Mom stopped for ice cream.. 

Coach Ricky waved from a corner table with his daughter, Jenny Sue.  

Her triple scoop of mint chocolate chip teetered and tottered until it tumbled 

toward the floor.   

Franklin dove and caught that cone like a baseball flying into right field.   

Drip.  Drop.  Splat!   

Mint chocolate chip dribbled onto Franklin’s new shoes 

He put the cone into Jenny Sue’s hand.  “Thank you Franklin Bleep and 

your sharing feet,” Coach Ricky said. 

As Franklin and his mother stopped in front of their house, Franklin saw 

Mr. Ben stuck in the bushes.  He climbed in the bushes.  

Snig. Snag.  Rip.   

Franklin pulled his left shoe free from the thorns. He held Mr. Ben tight in 

his arms. 

Mr. Ben licked Franklin’s chin. 

Franklin’s mother pointed to his new shoes.  “Franklin Bleep, look at those 

heroic, sharing, and helpful feet.” 

 Franklin Bleep stared at his feet… 

 …and smiled as he said, “These are my favorite adventure shoes.  I’ll 

never get rid of them!” 
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“Franklin	
  Bleep’s	
  Stinky	
  Feet”	
  
Major	
  Elements	
  of	
  the	
  Plot	
  

Grades 2 and 3  
 

Directions to Contest Directors: Give a copy of this sheet to each judge 

before the contest begins. 
 

Directions to Judges: Each speaker must include at least one of the 

following elements from the story in his or her presentation. Words may 

vary. It is up to the judge to decide if the speaker has included one of the 

elements.  
 

1. Franklin Bleep has “adventure” shoes that smell of “bulldog breath, circus cotton 

candy, and fish bait” and of “special days and fun times.”   

2. Franklin uses his shoes to squash a cockroach, turn off the water in the sink, and 

kick a ball free. Sarah Ann Holmes, Franklin’s Mom, and Coach Ricky tell 

Franklin to throw his shoes away, but Franklin says he will never get rid of them. 

3. One morning, Franklin’s shoes do not fit anymore. Franklin thinks he will have no 

more adventures. He smells his shoes one last time and puts them on a shelf 

next to a trophy.  

4. Franklin goes to a shoe store and found a new pair of tennis shoes. His mom 

says his feet “smell so sweet.” It starts to rain, and Franklin runs through puddles 

to catch Mrs. Rodriguez’s umbrella that got caught up in the wind. 

5. Ice cream fell on Franklin’s new shoes, and he wore his shoes while saving his 

dog from a thorny bush. His mom says that Franklin’s feet are “heroic, sharing, 

and helpful.” Franklin says his shoes are his favorite adventure shoes that he will 

never get rid of.  
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“Mr.	
  Kitty’s	
  Friends”	
  

Major	
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  of	
  the	
  Plot	
  
Grades 2 and 3  

 
Directions to Contest Directors: Give a copy of this sheet to each judge 

before the contest begins. 
 

Directions to Judges: Each speaker must include at least one of the 

following elements from the story in his or her presentation. Words may 

vary. It is up to the judge to decide if the speaker has included one of the 

elements.  
 

1. Michael, the new kid, goes to a playground but cannot find anyone to play with 

him. He walks home and finds a kitten without a home. 

2. Michael brings the kitten home, but his mom says the cat cannot stay because 

Michael’s dad and sister are allergic to cats. The mom lets Michael keep the 

kitten until she can take it to the shelter the following day.  

3. Michael makes a bed for the kitten, and his mom brings the kitten a bottle. Next, 

Michael’s dad and sister start sneezing. So, Michael takes the kitten to the park.  

4. Carl, a boy at the park, approaches Michael and asks about the kitten. Michael 

tells Carl he needs to find a home for the kitten. Two twin girls also approach 

Michael about the kitten. 

5. Carl and the twins want the kitten, so Michael tells them they should share the 

cat. They agree and all go back to Michael’s house to get the kitten’s bottles and 

bed, and Carl asks them to play in his backyard. Michael thanks the kitten for the 

new friends.  



Storytelling Contest 
Invitational	
  2014-­‐15	
  

 
“Mr.	
  Kitty’s	
  Friends”	
  

Grades	
  2	
  and	
  3	
  
 
 Michael walked across the busy playground. There were lots of other kids 

around. But none of them invited him to play with them. 

 Michael sat on one of the swings and twirled in circles. Then he spun the 

other way.  

 It wasn’t fun being new in town- especially in the summer when everyone 

else knew each other from school. 

 He watched a group of kids building a castle in a big sandbox. He jumped 

off the swing and stood beside the sandbox.  

 No one looked up and invited him to play. 

 He saw some kids kicking a soccer ball back and forth. He stood near 

them and coughed. No one stopped and invited him to play. 

 Michael ran to where kids were helping one another do handstands. He 

tried to stand on his hands, but fell. 

 No one came to help him. 

 Michael walked away from the playground. On the way home, he heard a 

noise in some bushes. 

 “Meow.” 

 It was very quiet.  

 Michael crawled under the bushes. A tiny kitten lay all by itself. It cried and 

crawled around. He put it in his lap. 
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 “It’s okay, kitten. I’m by myself too.” 

 He sat a long time, petting the kitten. But no one came looking for it.  

 Michael carried the kitten home. He unbuttoned his shirt and put the kitten 

inside. Its tiny claws tickled.  

 He went inside and walked quietly toward the stairs. 

 “It’s almost time for lunch,” his mother said. 

 Michael gasped. Moms were great at sneaking up on kids.  

 The kitten wiggled under his shirt.  

 “What’s that?” his Mom asked. 

 Then the kitten meowed. 

 “Oh dear,” his mother said. “No cats allowed. Your sister and father will 

sneeze.” 

 Michael pulled the kitten from his shirt. “But, Mom, it is just a tiny kitten. 

See.” 

 His mother took the kitten. She smiled at it. The kitten meowed at her and 

waved its paw at her nose. 

 “I’m sorry, but we cannot have a cat,” she said. 

 “It has no mom or no friends,” Michael said. 

 His mother held the kitten out to Michael. “You can keep it in a box in your 

room until I can take it to the shelter tomorrow. But you have to feed it. I have 

some old baby bottles in the garage.” 

 Michael grinned. Mom loved animals too. 
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 He dumped out his box of cars. It was the perfect size for a kitten. He took 

a small towel from the bathroom and made the kitten a bed. 

 Michael’s mother walked into his room. She held out a bottle. “I mixed 

some milk, an egg, and water.” 

 “Thanks,” he said.  

 It took several minutes to get the kitten to drink from the bottle. But soon 

the bottle was empty. The kitten purred when Michael put him in the box. 

 Michael thought about the things he would need for Mr. Kitty. Cat food. 

Toys. A litter box. He didn’t have enough allowance money for all that. 

 He carried Mr. Kitty downstairs. His Dad walked in the room. 

 “Hey, what do you have?” he said. 

 Michael put the kitten in his father’s hand.  

 “Ah-Choo!” His father said. 

 He gave the kitten back. “I’m afraid you can’t keep that kitten here.” 

 Michael said, “But Dad…he needs a friend.” 

 Michael’s older sister walked into the room. “What is all the noise?” 

 When Michael held out Mr. Kitty, Jessica shouted, “Oh, a kitten, keep it 

away!” 

 Soon Jessica and Dad were both sneezing. 

 Michael took the kitten and hurried out the door. He had to find it a new 

home. 

 He walked a block back to the park. He sat in the swing with the kitten to 

think.  
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 “Meow! Meow!” the kitten cried.  

 “Hey, is that your kitten?” a voice asked. 

 Michael stopped swinging. He looked at a boy standing in front of him.  

 “No, I found him,” Michael said. 

 The boy stepped closer and rubbed Mr. Kitty’s head. “Boy, he’s tiny.” 

 “Yes,” Michael said. “And I have to find him a new home. My Dad and 

sister sneeze when they are around cats.” 

 The boy picked the kitten up and held it. “I like cats. We don’t have any 

pets. My name is Carl.” 

 Just as Michael was about to ask Carl if he wanted the kitten, two girls ran 

over to the swings. 

 “Oh, look at the cute kitty,” one girl said. 

 The other took it out of Carl’s hand. “I didn’t know you had a cat, Carl,” she 

said. 

 Carl said, “He’s not mine. This kid found him.” 

 Michael nodded. “I found him alone in some bushes. I took him home, but 

I can’t keep him at my house.” 

 One of the girls said, “My Mom said if I helped around the house this 

summer, I could have a pet.” 

 The other girl grinned. Michael noticed they were twins. “Yeah, we both 

helped a lot.” 

 Carl looked at Michael. “So, who gets him? I saw him first.” 
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 Michael chewed his lip. He tapped his nose with his finger. He thought and 

thought. He did not want to make any of them angry. He wanted new friends. 

 “I have an idea. Maybe you could share Mr. Kitty,” he said. 

 Carl looked at the girls. They looked at Carl.  

 “That’s a good idea. It costs a lot of money to take care of a pet,” Carl 

said.  

 “Okay,” one sister said. “You get him for a week, then we keep him at our 

house.” 

 Michael said, “He needs to be fed with bottles for a little while. I have 

some at home and a big box for his bed.”  

 He stared at the ground a minute. “Maybe you three can come over and 

get it. And maybe we could play in my backyard.” 

 Carl and the girls agreed.  

 “And you can come visit the cat sometimes,” one of the girls said. “We 

have lots of games at our house.” 

 Michael smiled. “Great. I will show you where I live.” 

 He led his new friends to his house. He held Mr. Kitty. He was sorry he 

could not keep the kitten, but happy to find it a new home. He found it two new 

homes. 

 He leaned close to the kitten’s ear. “Thanks for the new friends.” 

 Carl and the girls followed him into his house.  

 “I’m home Mom!” Michael shouted. “And I brought some friends.” 

 Mr. Kitty let out a big meow! 



dctrussell
Typewritten Text
This page intentionally left blank



Storytelling Contest 
District	
  2014-­‐15	
  

 
“Forgetful	
  Frank”	
  

Grades	
  2	
  and	
  3	
  
 
 Frank slid down the slide five more times. While he was sliding, he 

wondered if he was supposed to be somewhere. He thought and thought about 

it, but he just kept sliding. 

 He ran to the climbing bars and swung back and forth.   

 “Frank!”  

 He jumped to the ground when he heard his teacher’s voice.   

 “Frank, it’s time for school to start,” Mrs. Samson said. “I would have 

marked you absent, but I saw you here on the playground from the window.” 

 Frank said, “I’m sorry. I forgot.”  He followed his teacher inside. 

 They had a spelling test, got into reading groups, and answered math 

questions. After lunch, they worked on their art project for the open house the 

next week. 

 “Frank, where is your box and supplies for your shadow box?” Mr. Davis 

asked.  

 Frank thought a minute. He remembered putting them on the kitchen table 

before breakfast. “I’m sorry. I forgot.” 

 Frank sat quietly while everyone else worked on their project. 

 After school, Frank took his time walking home. He stopped to play with 

Mr. Benson’s white cat. He helped Mr. Barnett plant some red and purple flowers 
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in his garden, and he helped the lady down the street carry her groceries into the 

house. 

 By the time he got home, he was late for his dentist appointment. 

 “Frank, you were supposed to come straight home from school,” his big 

sister said. “I skipped band practice to take you to the dentist today.” 

 Frank shrugged.  This was one thing he was glad he forgot about. 

 He went to the kitchen for a glass of juice. He couldn’t find his favorite 

glass- the one with superheroes all around it. Then he remembered that he had 

forgotten and left it in his room. Dirty. 

 He called his best friend Dixon Carter. 

 “Hi,” Dixon said. “Can you come over and play awhile? I have a surprise.” 

 Dixon lived three houses away. Frank wasn’t sure if he spent more time at 

Dixon’s house or Dixon spent more time at Frank’s house. 

 “I’ll ask my Mom when she gets home,” Frank said. 

 Dixon made a snorting sound over the phone. “Okay, but don’t forget. Or 

you’ll miss the surprise.” 

 Frank told his friend goodbye and went out to the back yard. He twirled in 

circles until he was dizzy. He swung 100 times. He climbed the steps to his tree 

house.  

 “Frank, I’m home,” a voice shouted from below. 

 He looked down to see his mother staring up. “Do you have homework?” 

she asked. 
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 Frank shook his head. At least, he didn’t remember having any. He 

wondered if his Mom was going to be upset that he forgot about his dentist 

appointment. He decided to hide in the tree house awhile longer. 

 He tapped his finger against his forehead. Was he forgetting something 

again? He didn’t mean to forget things. It was just so easy to find other things to 

do.  

 Was he supposed to put away laundry? 

 Feed his fish? 

 Clean his room? 

 Frank lay back on the tree house floor and stared at the leaves above him.  

 Then he sat up and yelled, “Uh oh, Dixon!” 

 He climbed down the treehouse, ran across the yard, and through the 

back door. 

 “Mom!” he yelled. “Can I go over to Dixon’s for awhile?” 

 His mother nodded. “If you have no homework, you can for one hour. 

Then you have to come home for dinner.” 

 “Thanks, Mom,” Frank yelled as he ran out the door. 

 He wondered what Dixon’s surprise was all about? Did he get a new pet? 

He already had two dogs and a parrot.  

 Did his Mom make them a special treat? She worked at a bakery and 

brought home lots of good tasting food. 

 Frank ran up the porch steps at Dixon’s house. He rang the bell, then 

knocked over and over until Frank’s father opened the door. 
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 “Hi, Mr. Carter,” he said. “Dixon is waiting for me.” 

 Mr. Carter shook his head. “I’m sorry, but Dixon isn’t here now. I bought 

him two tickets to the magic show at the mall. He mentioned he was going to 

take you with him. But he couldn’t wait any longer. He surprised Greg Peters and 

took him.” 

 Frank walked away from the porch. He walked home very slowly. 

 He loved magic shows. But he had forgotten to go to Dixon’s house.  

 When he got home, he went to his room. He found a little notebook in his 

dresser. On the outside he wrote, REMEMBER!   

 He put it in his pocket and went downstairs for dinner. 

 After dinner his mother said, “Frank, please don’t forget that your 

Grandmother is coming to visit this weekend. She will pick you up after school on 

Friday to take you shopping for your birthday.” 

 Frank grinned. How could he forget something so exciting? 

 He took his notebook from his pocket and wrote on the first page.  

 Shopping with Grandma after school! 

 Now he would remember.  

At least, as long as he didn’t forget his notebook. 
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Directions to Contest Directors: Give a copy of this sheet to each judge before the 

contest begins. 

Directions to Judges: Each speaker must include at least one of the following 

elements from the story in his or her presentation. Words may vary. It is up to the judge 

to decide if the speaker has included one of the elements.  

 
1. At the playground, Frank is sliding and wonders if he forgot something. Mrs. Samson calls 

Frank into school and tells him she almost counted him absent. Frank forgot that school was 

starting. 

2. In class, Frank forgot his art supplies, so he sat quietly while everyone else worked on a 

shadow box. On his way home from school, he makes three stops before going home. He 

ends up missing a dentist appointment, and his sister is upset because she skipped band 

practice to take him the appointment. 

3. Dixon, Frank’s friend and neighbor, invites Frank over because he has a surprise. Frank will 

ask his mom if he can go to Dixon’s house when she comes home. When she comes home, 

Frank decides to hide for a little bit in case he is in trouble for missing his appointment. 

4. Frank finally remembers about Dixon’s invitation, so he goes to Dixon’s house after asking his 

mom for permission. Dixon’s dad tells Frank that he was planning on taking Frank to a magic 

show, but he couldn’t wait for him any longer, so he took someone else. 

5. Frank’s mom reminds him that his grandmother is picking him up after school on Friday to go 

birthday shopping. Frank writes a reminder in a notebook that says, “REMEMBER!” on the 

outside. Now he will remember- as long as he doesn’t forget his notebook.  
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1. Mr. Bigsby, the owner of The Everything Store, is holding a contest to see who can guess what 

is concealed in a glass box in his store. Brody just made his fifth and final allowed guess.  

2. Carl meets Brody at the store. While Carl makes his guess, Brody stays outside because Lisa 

Perkins is inside the store. Brody does not like Lisa, and Carl thinks she is bossy. 

3. Mr. Bigsby, who is new to the town, sells everything in his store including comic books, cans of 

soup, pet toys, goldfish, candy from all across the world, and best of all- Mr. Bigsby loved to do 

magic tricks.  

4.  On the day the winner of the contest will be revealed, Brody is so excited he wakes up when it 

is still dark. When he and his parents get to the store, there is already a crowd waiting. Mr. 

Bigsby reminds everyone to be kind, and he tells the crowd they are all his new friends. 

5. Mr. Bigsby announces two winners of the contest: Lisa Perkins and Brody. They both guessed 

a globe was inside the box. For their prize, they will run the store for one day and allow 

everyone in the town to pick out one item from the store. Brody thinks that maybe he would 

even become friends with Lisa proving that Mr. Bigsby really is a magician.  
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Brody pressed his nose against the glass box. Inside was another box. A 

wooden one. 

 “Hey, scoot over so we can see too,” Lisa Perkins said. She pushed 

against Brody. 

 Two other kids were behind her. 

 “No reason to push,” Mr. Bigsby said. The storeowner walked over to 

Brody. He smiled at them all.  

 “There are two more days before the contest ends. We are all friends,” he 

said. 

 Brody shook his head. He would never be friends with Lisa. 

Brody walked to a table with a stack of paper and pens. “Guess the 

Mystery Box Here,” a sign read. 

 Brody tapped a pen against his nose. This would be his last guess. 

Everyone was only allowed to have five.  

 Brody waited outside until he saw his best friend Carl Wilson coming down 

the street. 

 “I already made my last guess,” Brody said. 

 Carl frowned. “I thought you were going to wait for me?” 

 “I couldn’t wait any longer,” Brody said.  
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 “Mom made me take out the trash in my room first,” Carl said. “And there 

was a lot of trash.” 

 Brody leaned against a bench on the sidewalk. “I’ll wait for you outside. 

That silly Lisa is inside.” 

 Carl said, “Oh, she’s so bossy. I hope she doesn’t win whatever it is.” 

 The bell over the door jingled when Carl walked inside. 

 Brody thought about the glass box. He bet just about every kid in town had 

guessed five times.  

Mr. Bigsby had moved into town in the summer. When he opened The 

Everything Store, Brody and Carl and lots of people were the first ones inside.  

Mr. Bigsby really did sell everything. At least, it looked like everything.  

 There were comic books on a rack. There were cans of soup and beans 

and boxes of noodles and crackers. One shelf had pet toys and pet food. He 

even had a fish tank in a back corner where you could buy goldfish, three for a 

dollar. 

 And there was always lots of candy. Some of it was from different 

countries.  

 Best of all, Mr. Bigsby loved to do magic tricks.  

 Carl burst out the door.  

 “Let’s go to the park and see if anyone is playing soccer,” Carl said. 

 They walked down the street and to the park.  

 “What was your guess?” Brody asked. He knew Carl wouldn’t tell him. 

 “What was yours?” Carl asked. 
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 They grinned at one another and ran toward the kids from school kicking a 

soccer ball. 

 It was hard for Brody to think about anything else but the mystery box until 

Saturday morning. He woke up while it was still dark outside. 

 “Mom, Dad, can we have breakfast now?” he shouted, running into the 

kitchen. 

 His Dad sat at the table, staring into a cup of coffee. His Mom stood at the 

stove, slowly stirring a pan of oatmeal. 

 By the time they got to Mr. Bigsby’s store, there were already seven kids 

waiting.  

 Brody stood in line while his parents went next door for more coffee.   

 Everyone in line talked about what might be in the glass box. Brody 

wondered what would happen if no one guessed the right answer. Would Mr. 

Bigsby put the glass box away forever? Would he let everyone try again? 

 Someone tapped Brody’s shoulder. He turned. 

 “It’s finally THE day,” Carl said. 

 The line got longer and longer. Brody didn’t think everyone would fit inside 

the store. He was right. At 8:00, Mr. Bigsby opened the door. 

 “Would everyone stand away from the door, please? Be kind to your 

neighbors. You are all my new friends,” Mr. Bigbsy. 

 He held up a small stepladder. He put the ladder on the ground. Everyone 

moved to stand around it.  
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 Mr. Bigsby went back into the store. He came out holding the glass box. 

He stood on the ladder. 

 “Thank you all for playing my little game. And thank you for buying things 

from my store,” Mr. Bigsby said. “It is fun to make new friends.” 

 Brody just wanted Mr. Bigsby to tell them who won. Most of all, he wanted 

to see what was inside the wooden box that was inside the glass box. 

 “Did someone guess right?” someone shouted. 

 Mr. Bigsby smiled. “Yes, there were two who guessed what is inside the 

box.” 

 Brody held his breath. Please let me be one of the two. 

 Mr. Bigbsy lifted the top off of the glass box. A parent took it from his 

hand. He pulled out the wood box. Another parent took the bottom of the glass 

box.  

 Mr. Bigsby cleared his throat. “Every time I move to a new town, I do this 

contest. It helps me get to know everyone. And they come into my store and buy 

my wonderful things.” 

 He rubbed the box with his hand. Then he pulled a piece of paper from his 

pocket. 

 “These two children have guessed what is inside this box. But what they 

have won, will make everyone here happy.” 

 Brody frowned. How could the prize make everyone happy? If he didn’t 

win, he wasn’t going to be very happy. 

 Mr. Bigsby said, “And the winners are…” 
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 Brody leaned closer. 

 “Lisa Perkins and Brody Gibbs!” 

 Brody groaned. He had to share the prize with Lisa?  

 Mr. Bigsby pulled a key from behind his ear. Everyone laughed. He put it 

into a keyhole under the box and turned. 

 The four sides of the box fell down.  

 Inside was tiny globe. Brody grinned. That’s what he had guessed last. 

Since Mr. Bigsby loved candy from around the world, Brody guessed it was a 

globe or map. 

 He looked at Lisa. She wrinkled her nose at him. 

 Chris whispered, “Okay, now where is your prize?” 

 Mr. Bigsby waved at Brody and Lisa.  They pushed through the crowd to 

stand beside the storeowner. 

 “These bright children will share in a wonderful prize,” Mr. Bigsby said. 

 He took their hands and raised them in the air. 

 “For today only, you both own this store,” Mr. Bigsby said. “You will spend 

the day letting everyone in town come in and take one item each. Today, you will 

help me thank everyone in town.” 

 Brody listened to the cheering crowd. Everyone in town never looked so 

happy. They had each won part of the prize. And Brody would get to help them. 

 He looked at Lisa. She crossed her eyes.  

 Maybe by the end of the day, he would even be friends with Lisa Perkins. 

Mr. Bigsby really was a magician. 
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